
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Principal’s Newsletter Report 
Friday, 7th March 
 
On Wednesday of this week a range of primary and secondary students were awarded badges of 
leadership at our annual Investiture Assembly to recognise their 2025 roles as School Captains, 
House Captains, Bus Captains, School Council representatives, Student Voice and Year 6 leaders. 
Our senior School Captains spoke very well about the responsibility of leadership and the positive 
influence that good leadership can have on the lives of others. We welcomed several significant 
guests to our Investiture Assembly: Kobi Chatfield, a Year 10 young and emerging Gunditjmara 
leader from Warrnambool College, lead our Welcome to Country prior to the assembly with great 
meaning, while Hamish Wortley returned to our school after graduating from VCE in 2020 as our 
guest speaker, and spoke about his journey through agricultural study, gap year contracting and 
world travel over the past few years. It was a great pleasure to listen to Hamish reflecting on 
the opportunities that our school provides for students, and to hear how his time as a student at 
our school helped to shape his life goals and pathways after secondary school. Families, students 
and staff enjoyed morning tea in the library after the assembly, which was a great chance to 
catch up and chat, and to sample Leanne’s excellent 
catering! 

Congratulations to Jaira, who was awarded a School Sports 
Victoria medallion at the Investiture Assembly for her 
excellent sporting and academic achievements across 2024. 
This was great recognition for Jaira, who is student that 
gives everything a go, and who consistently works hard 
whether she is learning in a classroom or competing on a 
sports field. Well Done!  

 

 

After several quiet weeks on the Planned Maintenance Project front, works will recommence next 
week, with new aluminium windows being fitted to the Staffroom and ICT office spaces, a 
drainage system being installed along the length of the Stadium wall, repainting of weathered 
eaves and rooflines, and landscaping works around the Stadium perimeter. There will be many 
contractors on our school site next week, and there will be some disruption to student use of the 
tennis court area when excavation and concreting equipment arrives on site. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Students in Years 10 attended a Careers Expo in Warrnambool 
on Tuesday, organised by the Neil Porter Legacy – a not-for-
profit careers foundation dedicated to exposing local students 

to a variety of careers throughout their schooling. The Expo featured a huge range of industry 
displays and presentations sourced from all over SW Victoria, and highlighted the variety of 
apprenticeships, traineeships, employment and training opportunities that exist in our corner of the 
state. Students were given plenty to think and talk about at the Expo, and these experiences will 
help to guide work experience preferences later in the year. Thanks to Mr. Gordon for arranging 
this excellent activity for our students. 

 

A reminder that NAPLAN testing for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will begin on Wednesday of 
next week, and will continue on into the following week. 
NAPLAN results allow teachers and families to see how 
students are progressing in literacy and numeracy learning 
over time and allow schools to celebrate achievement and 
to plan for future improvement. It is worth remembering, 
of course, that NAPLAN tests are just one aspect of our 
school assessment and reporting process and are not 
designed to replace the regular and ongoing assessments that are made in-class by teachers about 
student performance.  

 

A reminder also that Parent-Teacher-Student interviews will be held at 
school on Thursday,3rd April between 11am and 7pm in order to have 
conversations about student achievement, effort and behaviour as noted on 
Semester 1 interim reports, which will be available on Compass prior to the 
interview day. These interviews are a vital part of the learning partnership 
between parents, students, and teachers; they provide feedback about how 

students are progressing in their learning at this early stage of the 2025 school year and are a 
great chance to discuss ways in which this learning can be improved upon or extended as the year 
continues. We certainly encourage as many families as possible to take part in these interviews, 
and for students to add their voices to the conversation also. More information about booking 
interviews will be sent home next week. 

Nominations for School Council positions closed on Friday of last week, and I am pleased to 
announce that Charlotte Rees will fill the single student-member position, and that Elise Dell and 
Megan Rees will fill two of the vacant parent-member positions. Three nominations have been 
received for the two vacant DET member positions, and an election will take place in the coming 
week. DET member nominees are Patricia Butters, Imogen Cakebread and Steve Stewart; only 
DET employed staff will be able to take part in this election. 

A big thanks once again to our outgoing councillors – Kirsty Seabrook, Joe Kingston and Briar 
Merrett; each of these councillors have made an active and valuable contribution to our School 
Council over the past two years, and this contribution has been greatly appreciated. 



Please note that the following pupil free days have been approved by School Council for terms 
one and two of this year. Life is busy, and I am always conscious of providing plenty of notice for 
activities that could involve day care and work roster arrangements; please add these dates to 
your calendars or electronic organisers: 

Parent-Teacher-Student Interview Day  Term 1: Thursday April 03 

Respectful Relationship PD Day Term 2: Tuesday June 10; in combination with the 
King’s Birthday public holiday on Monday June 09, 
this will create a 4-day long weekend for families 

Semester One Report Writing Day Term 2: Monday June 23; this will create a 3-day 
long weekend for families, a fortnight prior to the 
term two school holidays. 

Please note also that the May Races Public Holiday will be 
happening in Term 2 on Thursday, May 01. SWTAFE classes will 
be cancelled on this day.  

The timing of year level camps is well underway for 2025; please 
note the following dates for camps that will involve your children, and the camps where an optional 
rest day will occur on the day after students return home: 

Year 1-2 Sleepover at school  Term 4: November 

Year 3-4 Sovereign Hill camp  Term 4: November 13-14 

Year 5-6 Warrnambool camp Term 4: November 24-26 (Nov 27 will be an optional rest day 
for students, and a time in lieu day for attending staff) 

Year 7 Roses Gap camp Term 2: May 26-28 (May 29 will be an optional rest day for                                          
students, and a time in lieu day for attending staff)  

Year 8 Apollo Bay camp Term 4: November 03-06 (Nov 07 will be an optional rest day 
for students, and a time in lieu day for attending staff) 

Year 9 Rubicon camp   Term 3: July 28-August 01 

Year 10 Melbourne Metro camp Term 3: July 27-30 (July 31 will be an optional rest day for                                           
students, and a time in lieu day for attending staff if required) 

Year 11 Work Experience camp Term 3: July 27-August 01 

Further information about camps will be released to year level families as they approach, including 
costings and required clothing and equipment. Please keep in mind also that many families qualify 
for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF), and that this fund can be used to cover camps 
costs in addition to the 2025 Family Saver Bonus. Please contact our Financial Manager (Amanda) 
at school if you would like to discuss the CSEF further, or to our Business Manager (Sandra) if 
you would like to set up a payment plan for camp costs. 

Enjoy the long weekend everyone …   
 
 Mr Ralph, 
 
 Principal. 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 





 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


