
 

                                                                Principal’s Report, 27/02/25 

A big congratulations to our primary school artists for their fantastic 
gumboot coloring designs at the Koroit Agricultural Show last weekend. 
First prizes were awarded to Charlie, Rhian, Lottie, Avah, Morgan, Logan 
and Addison, while second prizes were awarded to Memphis, Zoe, 
Hunter, Hartley, Bonnie, Heidi and Ivy. A big thanks to Ms Vaughan for 
her work in promoting this competition during primary art sessions.  

And a big thanks also to our Parents and Friends Club for serving luncheon items in the Show 
Pavilion at the showgrounds last Saturday, despite the considerable heat of the afternoon. 
Catering for the Koroit Show was a great fundraiser for our school, with the goal to raise 
much-needed funds towards installing some new playground equipment on our grounds - a very 
achievable project goal! There are many moving parts in organizing catering for a large public 
event – well done to Caroline and her team for making this happen, and to the staff who were 
able to assist on the day also. Well done also to Aden in Year 9, who is a member of the Koroit 
Agricultural Show Committee, and was our key point of contact for matters relating to the 
Show. 

I note that Ben in Year 9 is doing really well as a power forward for the Hamilton Hurricanes in 
the local U16 Boy’s Basketball Division. Ben played in a SW Vic tournament last weekend in 
Colac, and was awarded the MVP for the Hurricanes after their clean winning sweep of the 
competition. The Hamilton Hurricanes have qualified for the upcoming statewide U16’s 
Championships, and Ben is busily training towards this competition next month. Well done! 

I also note that Bailey in Year 9 has his own upcoming radio slot on 3WayFM, playing hip hop, 
rock and country tracks from 7-9pm every Sunday evening. Bailey has been a member of 
community radio for nearly a year, and has now been given the chance to produce his own show - 
called ‘Bazza’s Bangers’. Feel free to listen in over the coming weekend, and to support Bailey in 
his endeavors on the airwaves! 

The 2024 College Magazine is ready for printing, and we are advertising a last-chance-to-order 
opportunity for families who may not have put in an order last year. The annual Magazine is 
always a great record of the year that has been, and I would encourage families to fill in the 
order form attached to this newsletter if you would like your own copy. 

Families may notice that our weekly newsletter is being distributed a little differently this 
term, in response to parent feedback and concerns around articles and the rolling calendar 
advertising where students are going to be on future days. Electronic newsletters will be 
posted only to Compass from this point on, and not to our publicly accessible Facebook and 
Instagram pages; the distribution of hardcopy newsletters in the wider community will also 
diminish. We are always looking at ways to enhance student safety, with a new school Social 



Media policy currently being developed in response to parent feedback – this will be 
communicated to families once it has passed through School Council. 

 Our annual School Photo Day will be happening on Monday, 3rd of March  with individual, 
family, class, student leadership, staff and whole-school photos being taken. It is really 
important that everyone is wearing correct summer uniform on this day and looking their best 
for these photos! 

A reminder that our 2025 Investiture Ceremony for School Leaders will be happening in the 
Stadium at 9:40am, on Wednesday 5th March, beginning with a Welcome to Country in the bus 
loop area, and then a leadership assembly in the Stadium. Our School Captains, House Captains, 
Bus Captains, School Council representatives, Student Voice and Year 6 leaders will be 
recognised at this event and will receive the leadership badges that note their role in the 
school. Parents, grandparents and family members are very welcome to attend our leadership 
assembly, which will finish with a morning tea for student leaders, family and staff in the 
Library at recess. Once again, it’s very important that all students are dressed in their best 
school uniform on this day!  

Please note that nominations for School Council positions close tomorrow, and that three 
parent, two staff and one student position are available for nomination. Nomination forms for 
parent and student positions are attached to this week’s newsletter and are also available via 
Compass or at the general office in paper form. There are two types of nomination forms 
available for each member category – a form which notes that you are nominating yourself, and 
a form that allows someone else to nominate you; please choose the appropriate form when 
making nominations! Nominations close on Friday February 28, and forms can be handed directly 
to office staff on or before this date, or can be emailed to 
hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au. An election for parent and student positions will be held 
if there are more nominations than positions available, with dates for this process noted below: 

A big thanks to our outgoing parent, DET and student councillors – Megan Rees, Kirsty 
Seabrook, Elise Dell, Joe Kingston, Trish Butters and Briar Merrett; each of these councillors 
has made an active and valuable contribution to our School Council over the past year, and this 
contribution has been greatly appreciated. 

At this time of the year, as enrolment information is being updated, it is important to note that 
our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the DET Schools’ Privacy 
Policy. Please take the time to read our school’s Collection Notice, which can be found on our 
school website by following the tabs: Our Schools → Policies →  Privacy Collection Notice. The 
privacy and confidentiality of student and family information is paramount, and our school 
makes sure that information is only shared and used on a ‘need to know’ basis. Keeping student 
and family information up to date helps with safety and communication – please contact Amanda 
or Bronya straight away so that changes can be recorded on our electronic systems.  

Regards 

Mr. Ralph, Principal 

mailto:hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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