
 
 
Principal’s Report 
Friday, 14th February 2025 
 
A big thanks to students who have been following school expectations this week, which have been about 
wearing your hat outside, and arriving to class on time and ready to learn. I have really appreciated seeing all 
students wearing their sunhats at break times and for sport classes; we are a SunSmart school, with the 
expectation that school uniform sunhats are worn outside during terms one and four.  

The Planned Maintenance Project is progressing smoothly and on schedule, with roof works now mostly 
finished, and new aluminum windows about to be installed near the Canteen. Excavation to create improved 
drainage along the west wall of the Stadium will be the next focus area for the project, with exterior painting of 
remaining wooden windows, eaves and walkways to follow.  

Please note that our annual School Photo Day will be happening on Monday, 3rd March  with individual, family, 
class, student leadership, staff and whole-school photos being taken. It is really important that everyone is 
wearing correct summer uniform on this day and looking their best for these photos! 

Leanne is always keen to have volunteers assisting her in the school 
canteen, to help with food preparation, filling lunch orders and serving food 
items to students at recess and lunchtime. Our canteen is always busy, and 
volunteering is a great way to get involved in the life of our school. Please let our 
front office staff know if this is something that you would be interested in 
volunteering to do as the term continues.  

A reminder that our 2025 Investiture Ceremony for School Leaders will be happening in the Stadium at 10am, on 
Wednesday March 5, with a Welcome to Country beforehand in the bus loop area. Our School Captains, House 
Captains, Bus Captains, School Council representatives and Student Voice leaders will be recognised at this event 
and will receive the leadership badges that note their role in the school. Parents, grandparents and family 
members are very welcome to attend our leadership assembly, which will finish with a morning tea for student 
leaders, family and staff in the Library at recess. Once again, it’s very important that all students are dressed in 
their best school uniform on this day!  

Please note that nominations for School Council positions open today, and that three parent, two staff and 
one student position are available for nomination. Being a member of school council gives you the opportunity to 
support great outcomes for students at our school, and to become involved in the key duties of a Council – 
overseeing school finances, working on school policies, being on sub-committees that take action around school 
operations, and developing plans for the future. Nomination forms for parent and student positions are attached to 
this week’s newsletter and are also available via Compass or at the general office in paper form. There are two 
types of nomination forms available for each member category – a form which notes that you are nominating 
yourself, and a form that allows someone else to nominate you; please choose the appropriate form when making 
nominations! Nominations close on Friday 28th February 2025, and forms can be handed directly to office staff on 
or before this date, or can be emailed to hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au. An election for parent and 
student positions will be held if there are more nominations than positions available, with dates for this process 
noted below: 
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School Council election process and timetable for 2025 

Name of the school: Hawkesdale P12 College 
 
 
 
 

Letter Event DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Friday 14 February 2025 
b) Closing date for nominations Friday 28 February 2025 
c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted Monday 03 March 2025 
d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed Thursday 06 March 2025 
e) Close of ballot Thursday 13 March 2025 
f) Vote count Friday 14 March 2025 
g) Declaration of poll Friday 14 March 2025 
h) Special council meeting to co-opt community members 

(the principal will preside)  
Thursday 20 March 2025 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers (the principal will preside) Thursday 20 March 2025 
 

A big thanks to our outgoing parent, DET and student councillors – Megan Rees, Kirsty Seabrook, Elise Dell, 
Joe Kingston, Trish Butters and Briar Merrett; each of these councillors has made an active and valuable 
contribution to our School Council over the past year, and this contribution has been greatly appreciated. 

It has come to the attention of staff that students may be sharing an inappropriate audio clip involving 
members of our school community. I want to assure families that the health and safety of our students is our top 
priority, and we are taking this matter very seriously. Any form of humiliation or bullying involving our students is 
entirely unacceptable. This incident does not reflect the safe and supportive culture at our school or the behaviour 
of the majority of our students. I have investigated the audio clip involved, and consequences and supports are in 
place for those involved in line with our Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy. As a school, we model respect 
and promote positive attitudes and behaviours for all students; we also have policies and processes in place to 
address any incidents of disrespectful or offensive behaviour. If you have any questions about our school’s 
behaviour policies and standards, please get in touch via the school’s front office. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

 
Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


