Principal's
Report

Friday February 31

Welcome back everyone to term one of 2025! It’s been a busy couple of weeks preparing our school for
the return of students and staff, with lots of mowing, garden trimming, carpet cleaning, gutter clearing
and window cleaning happening around the school. The school planned maintenance program has
progressed quickly over the summer, with roof cladding being replaced on the Stadium, the Design and
Technology wing, and across parts of the main classroom wing; the next stage of the project will focus on
replacing and painting wooden window frames around the school. We are always working hard to keep
our school neat and well-maintained, and I’m grateful to our school cleaner (Marg) and our maintenance
worker (Steve) for their efforts in preparing our school for the return of students.

A big welcome to new members of our teaching staff — to Mr. Prentice who will be teaching secondary
maths and science classes, to Mr. Trussler who will be working as an artisan teacher with Shannon in the
Hands on Learning program, and to Michelle Lehmann, a new member of our Education Support team.
With teacher shortages still prevalent across Victoria, it is very satisfying to start the year with all primary
and secondary classes covered and knowing that we have great teachers working with our students.

I would also like to welcome families who are new to our school in 2025, with students embarking on
their first week at Hawkesdale College from Prep all the way through to Year 10. It is pleasing to note that
student enrolment numbers are significantly larger this year than at the start of 2024, and that eight Prep
students are starting their educational journey with us this year. It was great to see many families taking
the opportunity to have a tea or coffee together before our welcome back to school assembly on
Wednesday, and to meet school staff — a most positive start to the year.

Students new and returning have access to a wide range of inexpensive uniform items at our
school, including our new, comfortable and everyday shorts and rugby tops. When you add Year 6 class
hoodies and Year 12 rugby and polo tops to this mix, everyone in our school should be able to find items
of uniform that both fit and suit them. Bronya is always happy to fit and sell uniform items from the Front
Office, and to assist parents with ordering online items; please make contact on 55607225 if you would
like to find out more about uniform items, or visit the Front Office to try on and purchase garments.
Students have started off the year really well wearing correct uniform, and it is important that this
continues as the year unfolds.

A big thanks to Ms White for organising our 2025

Year 12 rugby and polo tops; these were ready to go sl HAWKESDALE :
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for the first day of term one, and feature a distinctive
yellow, white and navy design. Our Year 12’s are very
proud of their new tops!

A big thanks also to the parents and staff members
who volunteered to move mulch onto our
indigenous and front of school gardens over the
school holidays and earlier this week; there was a

lot of mulch to shift in warm weather —well done for
getting this done.



; _ Sports has changed, and that this event will now be held on Friday February

14. This is always a fun day of swimming, competition and house colours, and
lunchtime swim training will begin at the Hawkesdale Pool on Monday of next

ool - : . week. The Mid West Complex interschool swimming carnival will be held at the
Mortlake Pool on Tuesday February 18 for students who progress on from our House swimming sports.
There is not a lot of time between these two events, but Mr Kingston and Mr Webb will be working hard to
have our interschool swim squad organised by Monday February 17; please be aware that permission
notes for MWC swimmers will be handed to students on this day, and will be available online via
Compass as well —it’s vital that consent to attend the MWC carnival is given once these notes arrive
home. Primary swimming classes with Jayson Lamb's Splash Factory will also begin on Monday of next
week, and will run for two weeks. Learning to swim is an important exercise, recreation and survival skill,
and | note that the weather next week is going to be warm — perfect for swimming.

Our school will be hosting a Blue Minds Youth Leadership workshop for Year 8 to 10 students during
February. This session will focus on contemporary issues around climate change, providing strategies to
manage anxiety and stress related to climate change concerns, as well as building understanding about
the science and impact of climate change on everyday lives. This session is particularly relevant at this
pointin the year, with an array of natural disasters and severe weather events crowding the news cycle
that students will have seen and heard about across the summer break. Survey research conducted by
the Orygen Institute in 2023 notes that two-thirds of young Australians (67%) are reporting a negative
impact on youth mental health caused by climate concerns. The discussion, activities and information
covered by the Blue Minds Leadership presenters will complement the emotional regulation and
environmental change strands of the Victorian Health, Science and Humanities curriculum, as well as
exploring the actions that individuals and communities can take towards better environmental
sustainability. A big thanks to the Moyne Shire for providing this valuable learning experience for our
students.

At this time of the year, as enrolment information is being processed or updated, it is important to note
that our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the DET Schools’ Privacy Policy.

Please take the time to read our school’s Collection Notice, which can be found on our school website by
following the tabs: Our Schools > Policies > Privacy Collection Notice. The privacy and confidentiality of
student and family information is paramount, and our school makes sure that information is only shared
and used on a ‘need to know’ basis. Keeping student and family information up to date helps with safety
and communication — please contact Amanda or Bronya via the Office straight away so that changes can
be recorded on our electronic systems.

Have a great weekend, everyone ...
Mr. Ralph

Principal


https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx




The P-2 class has had a great start to 2025. They had free play time to give
them a chance to get to know each other and find friends with common
interests. They have worked on lining up outside the classroom and walking
together to the stadium for PE. They are learning how to pack their things
away and where to find things in the classroom. Well done to everyone!



Wellbeing Space

Meet the Wellbeing Team
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John Ralph Trish Butters Carlee Dart

Principal Acting Assistant Mental health &
Principal Wellbeing Leader

At our school, student wellbeing is at the heart of everything that we do. To speak to

someone in wellbeing please get in touch with your young persons classroom teacher,

their Year Level Coordinator or call to speak with Carlee Dart, Felicity Lowery or Tracy
Crispe directly.

TV Welcome to SchoolTV

Did you know that we have implemented SchoolTV at our school to help support
you with the challenges of modern day parenting relating to mental health and
wellbeing? Please see the attached information explaining schoolTV and also
valuable information on school transitions. Here is the link to our SchoolTV page for
you to explore:

https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/




School TV

In this edition of SchoolTV - SCHOOL TRANSITIONS

Whether it is starting school for the first time, moving up to a higher grade
or embarking on a journey through secondary school, there is no doubt that
any school transition is a very exciting time for children and parents. It
means your children are growing up!

However, transitioning is an ongoing process. It can continue long after stu-
dents have entered their new environment and may encounter difficulties at
a number of different stages. These stressors may appear as anxiety and
frustration and result in negative or disruptive behaviours. Such behaviours
can become problematic making the transitioning process even more diffi-
cult for children and parents.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will learn practical strategies to assist
your child during the transition process and reduce stress and anxiety lev-
els.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition
of SchoolTV and we always welcome your feedback. If you have any con-
cerns about your child, please contact the school counsellor for further in-
formation or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the School Transitions edition of School TV
https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/school-transitions

School
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way to support
your child during
transitions at
school?
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Access student reports

® Compass # /s W 2 n

Student: Edie Allen - 05A, Year 5
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How do | access
CompaSS?

I.Contact the office if you don’t know your log

in details
2. Download the Compass app onto your

smartphone (search Compass school manager)

3. Access our school's Compass website:

https://hawkesdalecol-vic.compass.education/

Active

Book parent teachep
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More info



Introducing the Year 12 ‘ A
class of 2025!! Ni?”

- HAWKESDALE
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A big welcome back to school
to our Year 12s!! We are
very excited to share this
important year of school with

you all!












Hawkesdale Community
Library Opening Hours

y
A

HAWKESDALE
Who: Members of the P12 COLLEGE

Hawkesdale community

What: Borrowing, access to the =
internet, technology help

When: Wednesday during the »
school term 3.30-5pm e

&
Where: College Library. Enter -4

the school via the front gate on ’

Mitchell St and walk down the &
bus loop to the library - marked e
in yellow. As this is outside of

school hours, a Working with
Children Check is not required.

Boolk

SCAN ME

Book club meets approx. monthly
during term time! Scan the QR code
to join the chat and find out more.
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