
 
 
 
 

20th March 2026 
 
As I advertised in a Compass email home to all families on Wednesday of this week, a day of Stop 
Work action by Australian Education Union members has been declared for Tuesday 24th March. 
Due to the number of teaching and ES staff who will be on strike on this day, the majority of 
usual school classes and activities will be cancelled for the day. 

I know that many families will be juggling work commitments and childcare options on this day, and I am 
letting our school community know as early as I can about the impact that the Stop Work will have on 
usual school operations. Please read the dot points below for details about the plan at school on 
Tuesday 24th March: 

• The school bus network will be running on all routes to and from school as per usual  
• The P-1 class with Mrs. Davey will be operating as usual, and students from this class are 

able and welcome to attend school for usual teaching and learning sessions 
• All Year 2 to 10 classes have been cancelled for the day. Students in these year levels can 

attend school if they need to and will be supervised by staff remaining at school - but timetabled 
subjects will not be happening 

• VCE students are very welcome to attend school to take part in supervised private study in 
the usual Year 11 and 12 Form/Common rooms, and can also remain at home to study as 
required 

• Vocational training and work placements should proceed as normal for RIST and VCE VM 
students, although it would be useful for students to check that this is the case 

• The school canteen will not be operating on this day for Breakfast Club and food service, and 
any students attending school will need to bring their own snacks, food and drinks with them for 
the day    

• The Library and Stadium will be closed on this day, and play during Break 1 and Break 2 
will be restricted to specific parts of the playground.  

Please note that I will be taking part in the Stop Work action in Melbourne, and have received approval 
from the Regional Director to do so; Mr. Webster will be the Acting Principal on Tuesday 24th 
March, and will make sure that students who are at school are safely supervised and occupied. 

There is a vital principle of fairness and equity that sits at the core of this day of Stop Work action. 
Victorian government schools are the lowest funded in the nation and are yet to receive the full and fair 
funding commitment that states and territories like Western Australia, the ACT and Tasmania have 
been able to negotiate with the Federal government. Government schools in our state are continually 
being asked to do more with less resourcing – which creates educational disadvantage and is negatively 
impactful for students, teachers, families and communities. 

I recognise that this will be a day of disruption and potential inconvenience for families, but would pass 
on my appreciation for your understanding and patience in advance as this day of industrial action plays 
out. Feel free to contact me at school if you would like to discuss Stop Work arrangements at school on 
Tuesday 24th March. 



In other school matters, please note that our annual Student Leaders Assembly will be held on 
Wednesday 25th March in Period 2 (10:10am to 11:10am) in the Stadium, with morning tea to follow 
in the Library for student leaders, visiting families and staff. Students will receive their badges of 
leadership for a variety of roles on this day and will need to be looking their best in full school uniform 
for this assembly. Michelle has made phone contact with families of students receiving leadership 
badges this week, and I would encourage parents and supporters of our students to come along and 
celebrate the beginning of their 2026 leadership journey. 

Our annual Open Night for current and prospective Year 5 and 6 students is scheduled for 
Tuesday 31st March, and is always an interesting experience for families who attend and who are 
considering what life is like for Year 7 students at our school. This is a great opportunity to meet 
our Year 7 teachers and Leadership staff, to meet our Year 7 representatives and senior College 
Captains, to take part in school tours and fun activities – and to start getting ready for the transition 
from Year 6 to Year 7 at our school. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter about this upcoming 
event. 

A reminder that our end of term Parent-Teacher-Student Conversation Days will be happening on 
Wednesday,1st April from 3:40pm to 6pm, and on Thursday 2nd April from 9am to 1pm. Interviews 
will be held at school, and will follow on from interim reports that will be sent home prior; I am splitting 
interview and discussions bookings across two days to hopefully open up opportunities for families and 
students to attend during or after the school day. Interviews are a valuable chance to start a 
conversation about how students are working and behaving in their class subjects, and to discuss ways 
that students can improve their learning through the rest of 2026. Thursday 2nd April is a School 
Council designated pupil free day, and I note that students are very welcome to be part of conversations 
on both days. Bookings for our Parent-Teacher-Student Conversation Day will open on Compass next 
week – please keep an eye out for more communication about this. 

Have a great weekend everyone, 

Mr. Ralph 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

School Immunisations Year 7 & 10 

Wednesday, the 22nd of April, from 9am - 12pm. 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 



 


