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REPORT

20™ March 2026

As I advertised in a Compass email home to all families on Wednesday of this week, a day of Stop
Work action by Australian Education Union members has been declared for Tuesday 24th March.
Due to the number of teaching and ES staff who will be on strike on this day, the majority of
usual school classes and activities will be cancelled for the day.

I know that many families will be juggling work commitments and childcare options on this day, and I am
letting our school community know as early as I can about the impact that the Stop Work will have on
usual school operations. Please read the dot points below for details about the plan at school on
Tuesday 24™ March:

¢ The school bus network will be running on all routes to and from school as per usual

e The P-1 class with Mrs. Davey will be operating as usual, and students from this class are
able and welcome to attend school for usual teaching and learning sessions

e All Year 2 to 10 classes have been cancelled for the day. Students in these year levels can
attend school if they need to and will be supervised by staff remaining at school - but timetabled
subjects will not be happening

e VCE students are very welcome to attend school to take part in supervised private study in
the usual Year 11 and 12 Form/Common rooms, and can also remain at home to study as
required

e Vocational training and work placements should proceed as normal for RIST and VCE VM
students, although it would be useful for students o check that this is the case

e The school canteen will not be operating on this day for Breakfast Club and food service, and
any students attending school will need to bring their own snacks, food and drinks with them for
the day

e The Library and Stadium will be closed on this day, and play during Break 1 and Break 2

will be restricted to specific parts of the playground.

Please note that I will be taking part in the Stop Work action in Melbourne, and have received approval
from the Regional Director to do so; Mr. Webster will be the Acting Principal on Tuesday 24th
March, and will make sure that students who are at school are safely supervised and occupied.

There is a vital principle of fairness and equity that sits at the core of this day of Stop Work action.
Victorian government schools are the lowest funded in the nation and are yet to receive the full and fair
funding commitment that states and territories like Western Australia, the ACT and Tasmania have
been able to negotiate with the Federal government. Government schools in our state are continually
being asked to do more with less resourcing - which creates educational disadvantage and is negatively
impactful for students, teachers, families and communities.

I recognise that this will be a day of disruption and potential inconvenience for families, but would pass
on my appreciation for your understanding and patience in advance as this day of industrial action plays
out. Feel free to contact me at school if you would like to discuss Stop Work arrangements at school on
Tuesday 24th March.



In other school matters, please note that our annual Student Leaders Assembly will be held on
Wednesday 25™ March in Period 2 (10:10am to 11:10am) in the Stadium, with morning tea to follow
in the Library for student leaders, visiting families and staff. Students will receive their badges of
leadership for a variety of roles on this day and will need to be looking their best in full school uniform
for this assembly. Michelle has made phone contact with families of students receiving leadership
badges this week, and I would encourage parents and supporters of our students to come along and
celebrate the beginning of their 2026 leadership journey.

Our annual Open Night for current and prospective Year 5 and 6 students is scheduled for
Tuesday 31st March, and is always an interesting experience for families who attend and who are
considering what life is like for Year 7 students at our school. This is a great opportunity to meet
our Year 7 teachers and Leadership staff, fo meet our Year 7 representatives and senior College
Captains, to take part in school tours and fun activities - and to start getting ready for the transition
from Year 6 to Year 7 at our school. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter about this upcoming
event.

A reminder that our end of term Parent-Teacher-Student Conversation Days will be happening on
Wednesday, 1st April from 3:40pm to 6pm, and on Thursday 2™ April from 9am to 1pm. Interviews
will be held at school, and will follow on from interim reports that will be sent home prior; I am splitting
interview and discussions bookings across two days to hopefully open up opportunities for families and
students to attend during or after the school day. Interviews are a valuable chance to start a
conversation about how students are working and behaving in their class subjects, and to discuss ways
that students can improve their learning through the rest of 2026. Thursday 2nd April is a School
Council designated pupil free day, and I note that students are very welcome fo be part of conversations
on both days. Bookings for our Parent-Teacher-Student Conversation Day will open on Compass next
week - please keep an eye out for more communication about this.

Have a great weekend everyone,

Mr. Ralph
Principal
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HAWKESDALE
P12 COLLEGE

2026 Open
Night

Tuesday
March 31

-

6.30 - 9:15pm, the
College Library

All current and prospective Year 5 and 6 families
are warmly invited to attend our Open Night on
Tuesday March 31. Come along and meet our
Year 7 teachers and Leadership stail, meet our
Year 7 student representatives and our College
Captains, and take part in school tours and lots
of fun activities during the evening,



Our school offers...

smiall class sizes, ﬂll:m‘ing students to expertence individual attention and nstruction.

An anclusive and caring learning community in which student wellbeing 15 a priority and vour
child s known and valued as an individual.

#2 A full range of subject choices for VCE and VM (Vocational Major) allowing pathways into
university, TAFE training. apprenticeships and employment,

Targeted suppori through Middle Years Literacy and Numeracy support programs and a wide
range of wellbeing and kearning supporl programs,

Authentic opportunities for student leadership and voice,

An emphasis on active learning in a wide range of programs, including Physical Education and
Sport, Art, Product Desien Technology and Visual Communications, Food Studies, ADVANCE
outdoor education, the Hawkesdale Volunteerism Program. Hands on Learning and a bianmwal

schiool Production.

Lois of opportunities for physical movement and fitness using our new multipiurpose track arownd
the school, and our gmwing collection of mountain hikes.

An extensive camps program that fosters weamwork, confidence and resilience.

Furiher information can be oblained by either contacting the school on 03 3360 72235, or by emailing
to hawkesdale. pl Mo education vic, gov.au

Respect Responsibility Resilience
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You're invited to... HAWKESDALE

2026 Student Leadership
Investiture Ceremony

10.10am, Wednesday 25 March

From our senior and junior school captains,
grade 6 leaders, Student Senate class
representatives and executive, house
captains, bus captains and more, students
have many opportunities to develop their
leadership skills at our school.

Families are invited to join us on / \
Wednesday 25 March from 1010am in the ./ \‘
stadium to celebrate our student leaders

for 2026. The ceremony will be followed by

@ morning tea in the libbrary for student
leaders, families and staff,

Students should wear full school uniform.
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Students retlected on then leaning by Dacing lacts
about boats and vachts and decorating these,
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Students used cut and paste skills to create their
own leprechauns. They then count the number of
circles, squares, triangles and rectangles they used.

\\' SU Palivicken







We had lots of fun competing in long jJump,

ball toss, vortex, shotput, obstacle course, %
bob ball, tunnel ball and runniNg eyents: ¥
Thank you to all the families that helped
Mrs Davey on the day. Well done to@alle
kids for trying their best all dayy

showing they are good sports.



















VISIT FROM CHILDREN'S BOOK
AUTHOR AND WORLD TRAVELLER
SUSEA SPRAY
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@2026 PRIMARY ATHLETICS DAY 17" MAR.
WEEK 8 TERM1
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Library News

Easter has arrived in the library! Big
thanks to Salty and Josk for setting
up a great display in the library foyer
with lots of Easter related books for
students to enjoy.

The Grade 2-Ys have been busy
learning how to make pom poms to
make Easter bunnies and chicks too!

For Harmony Week, P-4 students
read "All Are Welcome'. Keep your
eyes peeled for a new display in the
library coming soon/

“No matter how you start your day,
What yeu wear when you play,
Or if you come from far away,

All are welcome here”
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A SPECIAL REPORT: Responding to Peer Pressure

Peer pressure is a natural part of growing up. As children and
adolescents place greater importance on friendships and be-
longing, the influence of peers can shape their choices, behay-
iour and sense of identity. While this influence can be positive, it
can also create pressure to conform or take risks, particularly
during adolescence.

In today's digitally connected world, peer pressure extends be-
yond face-to-face interactions. Social media and online commu-
nication expose young people to constant comparison and un-
spoken expectations about how they should look, act and per-
form, Understanding how peer pressure works, both on and of-
fline, helps families support young people to build confidence,
make healthy decisions and stay connected to their own values.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in
this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your
child, please contact the school for further information or
seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report:

SPECIAL REPORT

K

Responding to
Peer Pressure




SchoolTV

Harmony Week
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School Immunisations Year7 & 10

Wednesday, the 22 of April, from gam - 12pm.

' PARENTS GUIDE
Your School Immunisation
VITAVO Program is going digital

Your local council is moving to a :-'.imple diEiE:-ﬂ system for our schools

immunisation program.

This program, powered by Vitavo, will replace the paper consent card system that you may
be familiar with from previous years. We'll capture a digital profile and consent for child/ren
which covers their immunisations for the year. No mare paper floating around schoal bags!

How It Works....

Booking Link

their vear level, You ca

any tme to confirm upean

Communication

el BT |-r'|-||| CormmunIcatiomn
During Term T we'll send you a secure
link Far the Parent Porgal, Rq'_-g_l.i.'tr;r_lnn
and consent should anly take 5 minutes.
Reach out to the school if you have any
issues accessing the portal or don't have

access o an eleccronic device,




School Immunisations Year 7 & 10 2026

\4

VITAVO

Moyne Shire will be conducting school immunisations at
Hawkesdale College on Wednesday, 22™ of April, the first week
back in term 2. From 9am - 12pm. for year 7 and 10 Students

Year 7- Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (Whooping Cough), Human
Papillomavirus (HPV)

Year 10 - Meningococcal ACWY

Parents can book online

ollege-
OlgX8d or QR Code attached in this email.

Or fill in the attached paper consent form and return it to the school
of fice before the 22" April 2026




VITAVO

\" Immunisation Consent

Hlegze read the immunizatian informaton provided and dizeyss any a.|l..-r:'_-'_'a'-r!'- with

the immunisation provider before completing this form

Details of person being vaccinated

Family Mame __

First Name _

Do

Agdress

suburb _btate

Email - 3 : _ Maobile _

Medicare Mo L ) L ) Medicare Ind Ref Na _

Please select the vaccine /s you are consenting for:

O Influenza 0 COVID-19 [ Shingles (foster) [ Respiratory Syncytial Virus (R5V)
O Diphtheria/Tetanus/Pertussis (whooping cough)

O Ochers (please list)

| hawve reviewed the pre-immunisation infermation made available to me by the previder, including a
side effect Fact sheer.

| understand the diseass, effects of the disease and possible side effects of vaccination.
| underseand that | am able to withdraw consent at any time prior to receiving the vaccination and
should discuss any guestions | hawe with my immunisation provider.

Select and complete one of the following options and sign below:

O | am the person being vaccinaved

i give infarmad consant to receive the vaccination/s
selected above

0O | am pr-mﬂ'ding content 3t a p:r:nl!lflq-g;ll Eu:rdi:nlhul:h orised decition maker

I, give informed consent For
to recaive the vacdnation/s selected above

Signature:

Date:
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