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Upcoming Events 
Tuesday 31st March 2026 OPEN NIGHT 6.30PM new date 

Wednesday 1st April 2026 Parent Teacher Student interviews from 
3.40pm to 6pm 

Thursday 2nd April 2026 

Student  Free Day т  
Parent Teacher/ Student Interview Day 

from 9am.  
School Holidays - End of Term 1 - Easter  

Monday 20th April 2026 Start of term 2 
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Principal News  
March 13 
 
I was pleased to present one of our saddle blankets to Addisyn in Year 7 
this week for use in an equestrian event that is coming up later in March. 
Addisyn is a keen horse rider and will be representing our school at a showing 
event at the Natimuk Agricultural Show; she has been practicing for this event 
since the beginning of this year, and I am looking forward to hearing how she 
goes in the competition.  

Please note that the date of our annual Student Leaders Assembly has 
been altered due to the resurfacing of our Stadium  floor ; this event will 
now be held on Wednesday March 25 in Period 2 (10:10am to 11:10am) in 
the Stadium , with a morning tea to follow in the Library for student leaders, 
visiting families and staff. Students will receive their badges of office for a 
variety of leadership roles on this day, and I would encourage families to come along so that we can 
recognize the beginning of their 2026 leadership journey together.  

Our annual Open Night for current and prospective Year 5 and 6 students is scheduled for Tuesday 
March 31, and is always an interesting experience for families who attend and who are considering 
what life is like for Year 7 students at our school.  This is a great opportunity to meet our Year 7 
teachers and Leadership staff, to meet our Year 7 representatives and senior College Captains, to take 
part in school tours and fun activities т and to start getting ready for the transition from Year 6 to Year 7 at 
our school. Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter about this upcoming event. 

The AGM of our Parents and Friends Club was held on Wednesday evening, and a large number of 
parents and friends of our school attended to celebrate the achievements of the group over the past 
year, and also to elect new office bearers for the coming year. I would like to thank Caroline Tara, Megan, 
Emma and Kristy for their leadership of our P&F team in the past year, and to recognize our incoming 
executive team: 

President    Megan Rees 
Vice President   Charlotte Rees 
Secretary    Caroline McRae 
Treasurer   Kristy Edwards  
 
Our Parents and Friends Club is currently raising money to purchase new playground equipment 
for our school , which is a great and much-needed fundraising endeavor. Please refer to the P&F article 
in this newsletter about the very successful fundraising and catering that recently happened at the Koroit 
Agricultural Show т and thanks again to the parents who worked hard to make this event so worthwhile.   
 
 
 
 
 



The NAPLAN window of numeracy and literacy assessment for Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students continues 
next week, as per the testing schedule below: 
DATE NAPLAN ACTIVITY 

 Monday 16th March 2026  Numeracy 

 Tuesday 17 March 2026  Secondary catch-up (if required) 

 Wednesday 18th March 2026  Primary catch-up (if required) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Parents and Friends Easter Raffle is currently underway, and students will have brought 
home an envelope today containing raffle tickets ($2 per ticket, or 3 tickets for $5) and instructions about 
how to return the tickets and money collected to school. The last day to return money and tickets to 
school will be Monday March 30, while the raffle will be drawn on Wednesday April 2 at our whole-school 
end of term and Easter Raffle assembly, starting at 2:40pm in the Stadium 

The Easter Raffle relies on donated easter eggs and novelty items to make sure that as many 
students (and families) as possible have the chance for their winning ticket to be drawn.  Feel free to 
send your donated items to the front office with students, or to drop these in to the office yourself when 
you get a chance before March 30. Many thanks in advance for supporting our always-popular Easter 
Raffle! 

Families will have seen in the media reports that statewide industrial action is being proposed 
across Victorian government schools on Tuesday March 24, and that the central issue around this 
proposed action is to advocate for full and fair funding for government schools.  A ballot of Australian 
Education Union members to determine support for a 24 hour stopwork action is currently underway, 
and I will let our school community know the outcome of this process when and if industrial action is 
declared. I would expect changes to the way our school normally operates on this day if the 24 hour 
stopwork action does go ahead, and will communicate what this could look like to families once this is 
known. Feel free to contact me if you have any queries about this potential 24 hour stopwork action. 

Have a great weekend everyone . 

 

Mr Ralph  
Principa L 



 

PRIMARY SPORTS DAY 
Next Tuesday 17th March  we will be hosting our annual F -6 Athletics day . 

Where: On arrival at school, students will assemble on the oval, near the F-2 building. Do not go to 
your classroom. Your coloured team posters & flags will be on display to help you find where to put your 
bags and assemble with your team. 9.30am start and roll call in your age group with your age group 
marshal.  Parents, if you are following your child around the field events, please assist the teacher or 
person in charge of that group by offering to measure or help to judge. 

Please note the big gum tree has been cordoned off, and for safety reasons, students and 
visitors must not  go into this out of bounds area  at any time .  

When: The running events will start shortly after 9.30am. Please find overleaf the program for the day, 
outlining events and times.   

What to Wear : Students require runners & shorts and are encouraged to wear their team colours.  
Broad brimmed hats like those that are a part of our school uniform, are compulsory.  Strictly no singlets 
or exposed shoulders.  Students are welcome to wear coloured zinc cream, tutus, leggings, gloves, long 
socks, beads, braces, costume glasses and wigs etc.  Keep an eye on the weather for any other 
additional clothing that might be needed on the day. 

Koalas т Green 

Kookaburras т Pink 

Echidnas т Red 

Emus т Blue 

What to bring : money for BBQ (sausage - $3) water bottle, fruit, snacks and lunch if not having a 
sausage in bread, or a lunch order from the canteen.   

BBQ: BBQ sausages in bread with or without onions, will be available near the F-2 
building. Students will be eating at different times of the day, depending on when they 

have a break in their program.   

Canteen :  All students and spectators are encouraged to put in a 
lunch order at the start of the day if they wish to purchase lunch at the 
canteen. This helps reduce the rush on orders for Leanne, and reduce 
food waste. Please find the full canteen price list in the weekly 
newsletter, or in the canteen. 

The canteen will be open from 11.10am for those attending the 
primary sports. Leanne will have slices available and other snack foods.  

 



 

Coffee Van т ћ9ŸŉŉĲĲЮìŔƣőЮÑőĲЮ]ŔƖũƚѢ- hot beverages, biscuits and muffins will also be 
available from the start of the day. Cash or card accepted.  

What to expect : As usual, the 200m and 150m running events will be held first at about 9.30am 
before the field events begin. This year we are adding triple jump for ages 11 & 12+, and optional 
participation in high jump (not an official ribboned event) for F-2 students, just for a bit of fun & come and 
try it out.  

Novelty Games & Races: Whilst there will be competitive, timed and measured events 
ƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШƣőĲШĬċǃЯШƽĲќũũШċũƚŸШőċƻĲШŊċůĲƚШċŰĬШƖċĦĲƚШin the afternoon where strength, skill and speed are 
replaced with fun and games and a tug-of-war. No points or ribbons, just fun.  

We hope everyone has a fun day by doing their best and encouraging everyone in their team.  Sometimes 
ŔƣШůŔŊőƣШũŸŸťШċƚШƣőŸƨŊőШћƣőċƣШƣőƖŸƽќШŸƖШћƣőċƣШŢƨůƓќШƽċƚШŰŸƣШtextbook or like a professional athlete, but 
ƣőċƣќƚШŸťЯШĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸƨƖШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШċƖĲШċũƽċǃƚШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШůŸƚƣШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣũǃЯШƣőĲǃќƖĲШőċƻŔŰŊШċШŊŸЮШ  
 

Parent participation:  All parents are invited to participate in at least one of the parent V 
teacher team games, which will be tunnel ball, cross ball or the tug of war. 
 

Presentations:  Afternoon team games like Captain Ball and Bob Ball will attract team points. At 
the conclusion of the day, we will present an overall team winner. That team will be added to the school 
shield. 
 
Sunscreen will be available along with hand sanitizer.  

End of day: If students are not going home on the bus, or if there are 
changes to their normal transport plans, please let the office know before 
leaving.  

We look forward to seeing you next Wednesday. In the meantime, if you have any further queries, please 
direct them to me. 

Rebecca.Whitehead@education.vic.gov.au or phone the college on 55 607225 

Kind regards, 

Rebecca Whitehead 

F-6 Sport Coordinator 

Hawkesdale P12 College 
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