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Upcoming Events 
Monday 2nd March 2026 MWC Triathlon - Lake Bolac 

Tuesday 3rd March 2026 Yr.10 -  Careers Expo Warnambool 

Monday 9th March 2026 Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 11th March 2026 VM Melbourne Excursion 

Monday 11th March to 23rd March 
2026 NAPLAN 

Tuesday 17th March 2026 Yr. P-6 Athletic Sports   

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Yr. 7-12 Athletics Sports  

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Koorie Cultural Leader Day - Deakin 

Monday March 23rd 2026 Student Leaders Assembly - 10.10am to 
11.10am 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Yr 11 & 12 Tertiary Information Session 
Warrnambool 

Friday 27th March 2026 Yr 4 to 6 Moyne Athletics - Brauerander 
Park 

Monday 30th- -  31st March & 1st April 
2026 Advance Canoe Camp - NEW DATE 

Wednesday 1st April 2026 Parent Teacher Student interviews from 
3.40pm to 6pm 

Thursday 2nd April 2026 

Student Free Day –  
Parent Teacher/ Student Interview Day 

from 9am. 
School Holidays- End of Term 1 - Easter  

 
Monday 20th April 2026 Start of term 2 

Tuesday 21st April 2026 Yr 7 &10 Immunisations-(more 
information to come) 
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Friday 27th February 2026 

This time last week we conducted our first-ever Year 4-12 Try-athlon in and 
around the school, using local township service roads, the Hawkesdale Pool 
and our new multipurpose track for the swimming, cycling and running 
disciplines. Conditions were hot, but our students were determined – and there 
was plenty of spirited competition on display! A big thanks to Ms Whitehead for 
her organisation of this event, and to the many staff and students who helped as 
marshals and pointed competitors safely around the course. One of our 
strategic school goals for the next four years is to strengthen the capacity of 
students to be active, healthy, engaged and resilient community members – we 
certainly saw this goal in action during the Try-athlon.  

Six of our Year 5 and 6 students – Hartley, Xavier, Blake, Hunter, Logan and Morgan – headed off to the 
Somers camp earlier this week for nine days of residential living with 160 other students from SW Victoria. 
Activities at the camp focus on outdoor adventure, environmental science and the creative arts, and 
include surfing, stand-up paddleboarding, boating, a high-ropes course, a challenging flying fox, archery, 
bushwalking and evening bush dances and concerts. I can distinctly recall attending Somers as a supervising 
teacher in the 1990’s, and I know what a wonderful time our students will be having along this scenic stretch of the 
Mornington Peninsula. They will have plenty of stories to share when they return home! 

Our Year 1’s, 11’s and 12’s enjoyed their day out in Melbourne on Thursday, 
strolling around the Footscray Market, travelling underground on the new Metro 
Tunnel, heading upwards to street level on the 42 metre-long escalators within 
the cavernous State Library Station, exploring the galleries and Great Dome at 
the State Library, some shopping at Melbourne Central, navigating the city by 
tram and foot, and finally – a fantastic performance of My Brilliant Career by the 
Melbourne Theatre Company at the Sumner Theatre on Southbank. Well done 
Ms Roney for your excellent organisation of this excursion – so good that our 
students can be exposed to theatre of this calibre. 

 

A dedicated group of 
secondary school 
swimmers took part in 

the first Mid-West Complex interschool sports event of 
2026 this week – the annual MWC Swimming carnival at 
the Mortlake Pool. Our students swam very well, with Jasper 
in Year 9 setting two new MWC records in the Boy’s 12-15 
years 50m Fly and the Boy’s 14 years 50m Breaststroke 
events, and Kylla, Joel, Harrison and Jasper achieving Age 
Group Champion medallions. A great effort by the whole 
squad!  

 

 

 



 

I reported last week that Aden in Year 10 has been very active 
over the summer in organising the Koroit Cares fundraising event 
– a community activity that will bring people together in support of 
families impacted by recent bushfires and the long green drought 
across the SW region. The Koroit Cares event will happen on 
Saturday 28th February, and will feature live music, guest speakers, 
raffles, children’s activities, a community BBQ and lots more. Please 
feel free to come along to the Koroit Stables between 11am to 2pm, and to support Aden and the Koroit 
community in this initiative. 

 

Please note that our annual Student Leaders Assembly will be held on Monday 23rd March in Period 2 
(10:10am to 11:10am) in the Stadium.  A morning tea to follow in the Library for student leaders, visiting families 
and staff. Students will receive their badges of office for a variety of leadership roles on this day, and I would 
encourage families to come along so that we can recognize the beginning of their 2026 leadership journey 
together.  

Some advance warning also that the NAPLAN window of numeracy and literacy assessment for Year 3, 5, 7 
and 9 students has been set for Wednesday 11th March, to Monday 23rd March across all Victorian schools. 
While we encourage all students to complete their NAPLAN tests to the best of their ability, there is some 
allowance for exemptions to occur – please contact Mr. Webster or Mrs. Butters if you would like to discuss this. 
Students will begin familiarizing themselves with the online format of NAPLAN in the coming week. 

School Council noted and approved a number of local public holidays and pupil-free days for 2026 last week, 
and it would be worth noting the following dates and events in your calendars and on devices: 

• Monday, March 9 Labour Day       
• Thursday, May 7  May Race Day  
• Monday, June 8  King’s Birthday  
•  

Please note that ANZAC Day falls on Saturday April 25 this year – and that there is not a designated public holiday 
in the week before or after ANZAC Day in Victoria. 

• Parent-Teacher-Student Interview Days in Term 1 – Wednesday 1st April (students will attend school all 
day as per usual; interviews will then happen between 3:40-6pm); and Thursday 2nd April, (9am-1pm for 
interviews; this will be a pupil free day leading into Easter) 

• Semester One Report Writing Day in Term 2 – Friday 5th June, (a pupil free day); this will create a 4-day 
long weekend including Labour Day, three weeks prior to the term two school holidays 

• Parent-Teacher-Student Interview Days in Term 3 – Thursday 10th September, (students will attend 
school all day as per usual; interviews will then happen between 3:40-6pm); and Friday 11th September  
(9am-1pm for interviews; this will be a pupil free day) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The nomination process for our 2026 School Council finishes today, with four parent, two staff and two student 
positions available for nomination. An election for parent and student positions will be held if there are more 
nominations than positions available, with dates for this process noted below: 

 

 

A big thanks again to our outgoing parent, DET and student councillors – Kylie Habel, Alisa Renda, Kristy 
Edwards, Tara Schebella, Melissa Davey, Amanda Coulthard, John Espinosa and Charlotte Rees; each of 
these councillors has made an active and valuable contribution to our School Council over their period of service, 
and this contribution has been greatly appreciated. 

Have a great weekend everyone … 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Council election process and timetable for 2026 

Name of the school: Hawkesdale P12 College 
 

 

Letter Event DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Friday 13 February 2026 

b) Closing date for nominations Friday 27 February 2026 

c) Date by which the list of candidates and 
nominators will be posted 

Monday 02 March 2026 

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed 

Thursday 05 March 2026 

e) Close of ballot Thursday 12 March 2026 

f) Vote count and declaration of poll Friday 13 March 2026 

h) Special council meeting to co-opt community 
members  

Thursday 19 March 2026 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers. Thursday 19 March 2026 

 



 



 



 
 





 
 





 
 



 
 



 



 

 



 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 





 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 





 
 



 
 



 



 


