
 

 
 

Friday, 21st February 
The Koroit Agricultural Show will be happening on Saturday 22nd February at the Koroit Showgrounds, 
with our very active Parents and Friends Club serving lunch and slice in the Show Pavilion. This is a fundraiser 
for our school, with the goal to raise much-needed funds towards installing some new playground equipment on 
our grounds; this is a great and achievable project goal, and I would encourage families visiting the Show to stop 
by at the Pavilion, purchase some lunch, thank our volunteers, and contribute to a very worthwhile fundraising 
cause. 

Our first Primary assembly for 2025 will be held in the Library this afternoon, with the voting results for 
our Year 6 Sports, Buddies and Art Club Captains announced.  All of our school assemblies are student-led, 
allowing purposeful opportunities for leadership, public speaking and building confidence. I am looking forward 
to learning who these captains will be for the coming year and watching the positive contribution that I know 
they will make to our school.  

Our Year 5-12 House Swimming Sports took place on a day of variable weather this time last week, with 
Mitchell House winning the day with 247 points, and Spring House close behind on 220 points. I was pleased to 
note that the majority of our Year 5 to VCE students attended the sports in a swimming or barracking capacity, 
and everyone showed great resilience as showers descended on the pool across the day. Congratulations to our 
Under 12 to Under 20 Age Group Champions, and to Mr. Kingston for his excellent organization of the sports. 
The Hawkesdale Swimming Pool Committee have been very supportive in regard to our primary swimming 
program, lunchtime swim training, the House Sports and now secondary swimming during PE classes – thank 
you! 

Congratulations also to Jasper and Harrison, who came back to school as Age Group Champions 
following the Mid-West Complex swimming carnival at Mortlake on Tuesday, earning themselves a place 
in the upcoming Regional Swim Carnival later in the year. Jasper surpassed a breaststroke record at the sports 
that had been set over fifty years ago in 1972 – a huge achievement. Our Mid-West Complex swim squad was 
small in number but large in effort and achieved some pleasing results for the day. Well done.  

Year 7-10 and VM students took part in a Blue Minds Youth Leadership workshop earlier this week, learning 
about the science of climate change and the role of oceans in providing oxygen and regulating global climates, 
exploring ways to manage anxiety and stress related to change in our lives, and building an understanding about 
the positive actions that everyone can take to reduce the effects of climate change. The discussion, activities and 
information covered by presenters directly linked to the emotional regulation and environmental change strands 
of the Victorian Health, Science and Humanities curriculum; a big thanks to the Moyne Shire for providing this 
valuable learning experience for our students. 

Please note that our annual School Photo Day will be on Monday, 3rd March  with individual, family, class, 
student leadership, staff and whole-school photos being taken. It is really important that everyone is wearing 
correct summer uniform on this day and looking their best for these photos! 

Leanne is always keen to have volunteers assisting her in the school canteen, to help with food 
preparation, filling lunch orders and serving food items to students at recess and lunchtime. Our canteen is 
always busy, and volunteering is a great way to get involved in the life of our school. Please let our front office 
staff know if this is something that you would be interested in volunteering to do as the term continues. 

 

 

 



A reminder that our 2025 Investiture Ceremony for School Leaders will be happening in the Stadium at 
10am, on Wednesday 5th March, with a Welcome to Country beforehand in the bus loop area. Our School 
Captains, House Captains, Bus Captains, School Council representatives and Student Voice leaders will be 
recognised at this event and will receive the leadership badges that note their role in the school. Parents, 
grandparents and family members are very welcome to attend our leadership assembly, which will 
finish with a morning tea for student leaders, family and staff in the Library at recess. Once again, it’s 
very important that all students are dressed in their best school uniform on this day!  

Please note that nominations for School Council positions opened last week, and that three parent, two 
staff and one student position are available for nomination. Being a member of school council gives you the 
opportunity to support great outcomes for students at our school, and to become involved in the key duties of a 
Council – overseeing school finances, working on school policies, being on sub-committees that take action 
around school operations, and developing plans for the future. Nomination forms for parent and student 
positions are attached to this week’s newsletter and are also available via Compass or at the general office in 
paper form. There are two types of nomination forms available for each member category – a form which notes 
that you are nominating yourself, and a form that allows someone else to nominate you; please choose the 
appropriate form when making nominations! Nominations close on Friday  28th February, and forms can be 
handed directly to office staff on or before this date, or can be emailed to hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au. 
An election for parent and student positions will be held if there are more nominations than positions available, 
with dates for this process noted below: 

School Council election process and timetable for 2025 

Name of the school: Hawkesdale P12 College 
 
 
 
 

Letter Event DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Friday 14 February 2025 
b) Closing date for nominations Friday 28 February 2025 
c) Date by which the list of candidates and nominators will be posted Monday 03 March 2025 
d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and distributed Thursday 06 March 2025 
e) Close of ballot Thursday 13 March 2025 
f) Vote count Friday 14 March 2025 
g) Declaration of poll Friday 14 March 2025 
h) Special council meeting to co-opt community members 

(the principal will preside)  
Thursday 20 March 2025 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers (the principal will preside) Thursday 20 March 2025 
 

A big thanks to our outgoing parent, DET and student councillors – Megan Rees, Kirsty Seabrook, Elise 
Dell, Joe Kingston, Trish Butters and Briar Merrett; each of these councillors has made an active and 
valuable contribution to our School Council over the past year, and this contribution has been greatly 
appreciated. 

Have a great weekend everyone – hopefully I will see some students and families at the Koroit Show on Saturday! 

 
Mr Ralph 
Principal 
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