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Email:  hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Friday 13th February 2026 Primary Assembly 2.20pm 

Friday 13th February 2026 School Council Election Process Begins 

Monday 16th February 2026  Yr. 7 Roses Gap Camp  

Friday 20th February 2026 Yr. 4 to 12 Try-athon  

Tuesday 24th February 2026 Swimming Sports-MWC 

Tuesday 24th  February to March 4th   2026 Sommers Camp 
Wednesday  25th February 2026 Yr 10-12 Melbourne Theatre -My Brilliant Career 

Thursday 26th February 2026 Yr. 5 & 6 Hot Shot Tennis  

Careers Expo 3rd March 2026 Yr.10 -  Warnambool 

Tuesday 17th March 2026 Yr. P-6 Athletic Sports   

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Yr. 7-12 Athletics Sports  

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Koorie Cultural Leader Day-Deakin 

Thursday 26th March 2026 Yr 11 & 12 Tertiary Information Session 
Warrnambool 

Friday 27th March 2026 Yr 4 to 6 Moyne Athletics -  Brauerander Park 
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Friday, 13th February 

Our Year 5-12 House Swimming Sports took place on Wednesday - a day of 
humidity, colorful costumes and keen competition, and also a win to our senior 
school students in the annual Staff vs Students relay … the first time that this has 
happened during my fifteen years at our school! Mitchell House eventually won 
the day, with Spring House close behind; I was pleased to note that the majority 
of our Year 5 to VCE students attended the sports in a swimming or barracking 
capacity, and everyone showed great resilience 
as showers scattered across the pool in the 
afternoon. Congratulations to our Under 12 to 
Under 20 Age Group Champions, and to Mr. 
Webb and Mrs. de Visscher for their excellent 

organisation of the sports. The Hawkesdale Swimming Pool Committee have 
been very supportive in regard to our primary swimming program, Break 2 swim 
training, the House Sports and secondary swimming during PE classes – thank 
you!  

Our inaugural Year 4-12 Try-athlon will be happening on Friday 20th 
February, and will involve students swimming at the Hawkesdale Pool, and cycling and running around our 
multipurpose track and quiet local service roads. This event will just be for Hawkesdale students and is a great 
chance to use our local facilities to encourage exercise and physical movement. Please refer to the Compass 
email posted today for more information about this event – families are very welcome to come along to watch!  

A reminder that our annual School Photo Day will be happening on Monday, 23rd February , and that all 
school photo forms will be online this year – please refer to the Compass notification that was posted this 
morning for more information, and feel free to contact the office if you have any queries about ordering photos 
online prior to Photo Day.  

The Koroit Agricultural Show is fast-approaching and will be happening on Friday 20th  and Saturday 21st  
of February at the Koroit Showgrounds, with our hardworking Parents and Friends Club serving lunch in the 
Show Pavilion. I would encourage families visiting the Show to stop by at the Pavilion, purchase some lunch, 
thank our volunteers, and contribute to some very worthwhile fundraising for our school. 

A big thanks also to the parents who volunteered last week to help Sam cover our new class sets of Year 
7 to 10 textbooks with protective film. Class sets for Science, Humanities and Maths are now making their 
way into classrooms, and will be used by classes for the next four to five years; we are always searching for ways 
to make education less expensive, and I am pleased that we have been able to remove physical textbook costs 
from Year 7-10 booklists for the next few years.   

Leanne is always keen to have volunteers assisting her in the 
school canteen, to help with food preparation, filling lunch orders 
and serving food items to students at Break 1 and Break 2. Our canteen 
is always busy, and volunteering is a great way to get involved in the 
life of our school. Please let our front office staff know if this is 
something that you would be interested in volunteering to do as the 
term and year continues. Breakfast Club is now happening five days a 
week with milo, toast and fresh fruit available for students after the 
buses drop them off to school; our VCE VM students are helping with 
Breakfast Club on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays as part of their 
vocational studies – a great leadership opportunity.  

I am regretfully announcing that the 2025 School Magazine will not be going to print this year. Orders 
for the magazine were unfortunately very low, with not enough orders to justify the ever-increasing printing 
costs involved in producing this publication. Deposits received will be credited back to family accounts, and 



please make contact with Amanda via the front office if you would like to discuss this further. I am hopeful that 
we can publish the 2026 School Magazine and have this ready for distribution in early 2027, although this will 
once again be dependent on the number of orders that we receive.  

Please note that nominations for School Council positions open today, and that four parent, two staff and 
two student positions are available for nomination. Being a member of school council gives you the opportunity 
to support great outcomes for students at our school, and to become involved in the key duties of a Council – 
overseeing school finances, working on school policies, being on sub-committees that take action around specific 
school operations, and developing plans for the future. Self-nomination forms for parent (Form 3) and student 
(Form 7) positions are attached to this week’s newsletter and are also available via Compass or at the general 
office in paper form. Nominations close on Friday 27th February, and forms can be handed directly to office staff 
on or before this date, or can be emailed to hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au. An election for parent and 
student positions will be held if there are more nominations than positions available, with dates for this process 
noted below: 

 
Please note that there is an additional requirement for school council nominees this year. From the 
2026 school year, school council members - except VIT registered teachers and school students - are required to 
hold a Working with Children Clearance (either a volunteer WWCC or an employee WWCC) when nominating 
for a role on school council. Please contact me if you would like some guidance about the online process 
involved in gaining a WWCC prior to your nomination being submitted. 

A big thanks to our outgoing parent, DET and student councillors – Kylie Habel, Alisa Renda, Kristy 
Edwards, Tara Schebella, Melissa Davey, Amanda Coulthard, John Espinosa and Charlotte Rees; each of 
these councillors has made an active and valuable contribution to our School Council over their period of 
service, and this contribution has been greatly appreciated. 

It’s been a busy week everyone – have a great weekend! 
Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

School Council election process and timetable for 2026 

Name of the school: Hawkesdale P12 College 

 

Letter Event DATE 

a) Notice of election and call for nominations Friday 13 February 2026 

b) Closing date for nominations Friday 27 February 2026 

c) Date by which the list of candidates and 
nominators will be posted 

Monday 02 March 2026 

d) Date by which ballot papers will be prepared and 
distributed 

Thursday 05 March 2026 

e) Close of ballot Thursday 12 March 2026 

f) Vote count and declaration of poll Friday 13 March 2026 

h) Special council meeting to co-opt community 
members  

Thursday 19 March 2026 

i) First council meeting to elect office bearers. Thursday 19 March 2026 
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