Principal's

Principal Newsletter Report Friday 28™ November
2026

There have been some great camps and excursions
happening for our students over the past fortnight.
Our Year 3-4 students stayed at the Sovereign Hill
Lodge last week and enjoyed taking part in gold panning
and a mine tour during their two-day camp.

Our Year 5-6 students had a wonderful time on their
three days at the Warra Gnan Coastal Camp in
Warrnambool this week, and were able to take part in
surfing lessons, kayaking and lots of beach activities along
Lady Bay.

Our Year 1-2 students slept over at the school last
night for the annual Sleepover Camp, and there have
been some reports about the volume of student and staff
snoring during the night; the F-2 students also enjoyed
their pre-sleepover excursion to the Cobden Trains on
Thursday, despite the rain.

The Year 8 $20 Boss class travelled to Warrnambool Kmart this week,
purchasing gifts for the annual Wishing Tree in Gateway Plaza using the
proceeds of their recent entrepreneurial stalls - a most generous and timely
use of these profits, providing support for children in need in our district. It
has been a busy week and a bit - and a huge thanks to staff for their
organisation of these events!

A reminder that our annual Awards Assembly will be happening on Monday
15™ December in the College Stadium, beginning at 2pm. Our assembly will be led by our School
Captains and our staff Leadership team, and there will be a range of awards to present that will reflect
achievement in displaying school values, academic excellence, citizenship and vocational effort. Parents
and extended family are very welcome to attend this assembly in the Stadium, and to join staff and
students for a whole-school sausage sizzle starting at 1pm near the Hands On Learning Shed. Please
note that buses will leave the school at 3:30pm on this day.

Schools received the unfortunate news this week that the Belfast Aquatics pool is currently closed
due to issues with mould removal, and that the upcoming Try-athlon event for participating Year 3-9
students has been cancelled - without the opportunity in this ever-shortening year to reschedule the
event to a later date. So, school as usual for our Try-athlon students next Tuesday 2nd December.



Lunchtime on-road training using our set of school mountain bikes in preparation
for the upcoming Great Hawkesdale Bike Ride continues, with students building
| their cycling stamina and knowledge of road rules. The GHBR this year will use the
Jf° | vehicle-free surface of the Port Fairy fo Warrnambool Rail Trail, and as always

b there will be overnight camping and lots of fun for the riders involved. A rest day
is available for students who take part in the ride on Friday, December 12, with
classes still happening at school for all other students on this day.

I really enjoyed seeing the Great Victorian Bike Ride pass through our district
earlier in the week, and Mr Jarrad has reminded me about the great value that our own local GHBR
provides; for less than the cost of one day of the Great Victorian Bike Ride, students at Hawkesdale can
involve themselves in four days of cycling adventure. What an opportunity!

The 2026 CSEF application form is included in the newsletter for eligible families, and it is
important that this is completed and returned to school so that financial support for camps and
excursions can once again be accessed next year. Please return these forms to Bronya at the Office this
term once completed.

Primary and secondary Picnic Day activities will be happening on Tuesday 16™ December, with
primary students heading fo Woodford for some outside play at Jubilee Park, and then o Warrnambool
for a movie at the Capitol Cinema (Years F-5) and some ten-pin bowling (Year 6). Secondary students will
take part in the annual hike along the beach from Killarney to Port Fairy for some beach cricket and
supervised swimming between the flags at East Beach. Permissions and information about both days are
on Compass, and it is great to see that many consents to attend have already been given; please provide
permission to attend these days if you have not done so already.

Several pupil-free days are occurring in the last week of this term. Students are not required at
school on Wednesday 17" December and Thursday 18™ December; these days will be used as time in
lieu catch-up days or staff planning days for 2026.

And .. thinking ahead to the start of the 2026 school year, please note that all staff will return
to school for a planning and preparation day on Tuesday January 27, and that all students will
return to school on Wednesday 29th January. Office staff will be available for uniform sales at
school on Friday 23 January from 10am to 2pm, more information about this uniform day will
follow.

Finally, a reminder again to families that from 1°" January 2026 children and young people aged
under 18 can travel free on all Victorian public transport services - this includes trams,

trains, buses and coach services across the state. A new tap-on/tap-off Youth MYKT card has been
developed to allow for this free travel, and more information will be available as to how these cards can
be accessed later in the ferm. Regional travellers will need to show their cards on services that do not
feature MYKT readers. Reduced Vline ticketing costs have been a great saving for our metro-based
camps and excursions, and this latest travel initiative from the Victorian government will continue to
assist our families financially with statewide travel.

Have a great weekend, everyone.

Mr Ralph
Principal
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Students and staff spent 3
mostly sunny days
amongst a range of

outdoor settings.
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Return your library books
for a chance to win!

It's the time of year when we
start stock take in the library.
Please have a thorough look in

lockers, classrooms and at home!! L!

For every library book you return
you will receive a raffle ticket to

go in the draw to receive a
Christmas themed prize!

Hawkesdale Community Book Club!!
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b Two sisters. One baby. An impossible choice.
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| Our last book club for the year will be held
g on Thursday Dec Y, 6.30pm for dinner @

| lzzy's, Koroit. RSVP to Florence Roney in
the library.




Library News

We've been getting festive in the
library this week! We know it's only
November, but with students
finishing up on December 16 we have

to get our celebrating in early!!

There are fairy lights festooning
the foyer, hallway and even into the
library office so that it feels like
we are in Santa's workshop! Big
thanks to Salty and Josh for their
efforts!!

Students have enjoyed writing
letters to Sanra to be posted in
our very own direct to the North
Pole letter box!
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HAWKESDALE

Would you like to apply to be a member of this committes?
Application form available on the web site at
https:/hawkesdalewindfarm. slobalpower-

eneration.com. au/sustainab ity community/#oalls for

Applications close December 18 2025.

Contact for more information:

0428 B67 646
hawkesdalewindfarm@global power-generation.com.au
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HAWKESDALE
P12 COLLEGE

2025 YEARBOOK

A great historical record of the
year. Relive and reminisce about
the camps, excursions, the study,
and the good times with your
friends. Limited copies available.
Contact the office for further
information.

Photos of friends and good
times, memories to keep.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CONTACT US
At the office. 55607225

We are now taking orders for the 2025 School Magazine.
Please fill in the form below or phone the College 55607225
The Magazine is due to arrive very early 2026
00000000000

HAWKESDALE P12 COLLEGE - SCHOOL MAGAZINE - 2025
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IAMVe wish to order ......... copies of the 2025 School Magazine @ $36.00 per copy. If you need the
magazine to be mailed to you please write the address below or email the college on
hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au with your address and add $6.00 postage per magazine to the total
cost.
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Payment methods available: [ JCASH [ ]DIRECT DEPOSIT [ ]JEFPTOS[ JCREDIT CARD (see below)
I/'WWe have included payment (please tick payment method) OF $....oooeiiiiiiiiii e

HAWKESDALE P12 COLLEGE — 2024 SCHOOL MAGAZINE
CREDIT CARD PAYMENT
(Please note all credit card information will be destroyed after payment has been processed)
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