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21st November 2025 

Unit 4 VCE exams concluded this week at the Lutheran Hall, and I received some excellent 
feedback from our examination supervisors about the way in which Year 11 and 12 students have 
tackled their written exams over the past fortnight; it has been very pleasing to observe lots 
of exam preparation happening at school, and at home. VCE results this year will be released 
to students electronically on Thursday 11th December from 7:00am onwards, and hardcopy 
results will arrive in mailboxes in the days after this date. I wish all our VCE students well with 
their results – they have certainly worked hard in their studies across the year. 

On Wednesday evening we celebrated the 
graduation of our 2025 Year 12 VCE group 
at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall, and the 
effort and perseverance that is required to 
successfully finish thirteen years of 
primary and secondary education. The Year 
12 Graduation Dinner is one of the 
highlights of the school year, and I felt 
very proud to hear our School Captains – 
Heath and Lillian – reflect on their 
memories and appreciation of our school in 
shaping their schooling journey. 

I note that a number of families have a youngest child graduating from Year 12 this year. 
I would like to thank the Boyd, Hibbert, Hutchins, Johnston, Leske-King, Triance and 
Thomson families for their involvement with our school over the years, and to wish them 
all the best into the future. Guiding students through their schooling is an important 
partnership between the teachers, students and parents, and I am always grateful for the 
efforts that families make to ensure that children are present at school and fully supported in 
their learning. A big thanks particularly to Ms White for her role in organising the Year 12 
Graduation Dinner this year, and to Mr Kingston for making a flying visit back to Hawkesdale to 
wish the Year 12’s all the best with their future endeavours. 

Well done also to our busy Parents and Friends Club for their involvement in purchasing 
decorations and photo backdrops for the Year 12 and Year 6 graduation ceremonies that will 
occur this year; the Memorial Hall looked fantastic! Our P&F also arranged for the design and 
ordering of graduation stoles for each of our Year 12’s – a new tradition for our school, and one 
that was well-received and looked very stylish. Thank you! 



 

The recall of kinetic sand products has received extensive media 
reporting and consumer alerts over the past fortnight, with school 
closures happening in other states and territories. At our school, we 
are taking the steps set out by the Department of Education to 
collect and dispose of any kinetic craft sand products that may be in 
classrooms. Current advice from national and Victorian health 
authorities is that there is a low risk to human health from craft sand 
products that may contain asbestos.  If you have the product at home 
however, the advice from health authorities is that you should stop 
using it and follow online ACCC product safety advice; the online link 
can be found in the Compass email that I sent to all families earlier in the week.  Please contact 
me at school if you would like to discuss anything to do with this issue. 

 

It has been pleasing to observe secondary students training at 
lunchtimes using our set of school mountain bikes, preparing their 
riding and fitness skills for the upcoming Great Hawkesdale Bike 
Ride. The GHBR this year will use the vehicle-free surface of the Port 
Fairy to Warrnambool Rail Trail, and as always there will be overnight 
camping and lots of fun for the riders involved. A rest day is available 
for students who take part in the ride on Friday, December 12, with 
classes still happening at school for all other students on this day.  

 

A reminder to families that from 1st January 2026 children and young people aged under 
18 can travel free on all Victorian public transport services - this includes trams, 
trains, buses and coach services across the state. A new tap-on/tap-off Youth MYKI card has 
been developed to allow for this free travel, and more information will be available as to how 
these cards can be accessed later in the term. Regional travellers will need to show their cards 
on services that do not feature MYKI readers. Reduced Vline ticketing costs have been a great 
saving for our metro-based camps and excursions, and this latest travel initiative from the 
Victorian government will continue to assist our families financially with statewide travel.  

  

 

 

 

 



Following on from feedback from the Strategic Review process earlier in the year, I am 
planning to restructure our school timetable in 2026 to maximise teaching and learning 
opportunities at our school. We currently operate within a 30-period week, with students 
taking part in 6x50 minute sessions each day. In 2026, we will begin the year with 5x one hour 
period days, with students having 25 subject sessions for the week. One of the significant 
advantages created by this change will be to allow our primary students to have access to the 
recommended two hours of literacy instruction every day, as well as one hour of numeracy 
instruction every day. Building primary literacy and numeracy skills will translate to improved 
secondary literacy and numeracy skills as students move through year levels and will have the 
capacity to lift the academic performance of all students over time. This will be very different 
way for our school to operate, and we will use 2026 to monitor and assess the scheduling of 
subjects to create the best model possible for future years. While start and finish times will 
not change in 2026, recess and lunchtime will be a little later, with 2x hour sessions happening 
before recess, 2x hour sessions happening before lunch, and then a single hour-long period 
happening after lunch to finish the day. I will share the new weekly schedule with our 
community via the newsletter next week – please let me know if you would like to discuss this 
further. 

Finally, there is some more great woodwork and design work on 
display in our Admin foyer this week, with our Year 7 class creating 
a range of clever coin boxes using layered plywood and perspex. The 
quality of this work is excellent – well done Mr Hoeksema and our 
Year 7 students! 

Have a great weekend everyone … 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 


