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One of the highlights of this week for me was to check out the
fantastic coffee table that was created by Charlie in Year 9-10
woodwork classes with Mr. Hoeksema. The table features a lot of local
history, with the blackwood top sourced from a local tree and air-dried
at school; an interesting leg design created with salvaged and repurposed
timber school window frames; and some unique and carefully crafted
joinery to connect the table together. I really admire the perseverance
that Charlie has shown in designing, constructing, joining and finishing

this piece over the past three terms - really impressive woodworking!

A large number of parents, students and ex-students are playing football and netball
finals this weekend for the Hawkesdale-Macarthur Football Netball Club, and we wish our
players all the best as they launch into the next finals
round at Tatyoon on Saturday. We regularly discuss how
our local sporting feams have performed at our Monday
Year 5 to 12 assemblies and there have been some
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most valuable players and the occasional injury and sporting
achievements. I was able to gather as many players as
possible from the U17's football feam and the U13's netball
teams A and B for this photo - it's a big group! Good luck
for this weekend!

Congratulations to Mrs Russell and our VM students for
their organisation of the Year 11-12 Social on Friday
evening of last week. This was a night of dancing, great
food, mocktails, games and multiple prizes - and was lots of
fun. A particular thanks to the Hawkesdale CWA for their
generous sponsorship contribution fowards this event.




A priority focus of our current 2025-29 School Strategic Plan is to promote opportunities
for involvement in physical activities for all students. Year 4-12 students were asked about
their daily involvement in physical activity during the recent Attitudes to School survey, and T
was pleased to note that 65% of our students recorded that they are involved in regular
exercise, sport or movement for at least five or more days per week; this data is well above
other similar and statewide school measures and reflects the best results that we have
recorded since 2022 for this aspect of school life. Much effort and resourcing has been placed
into promoting physical activity with our students over the past two years. This includes our
new multipurpose walking, running, and cycling track, an expanding collection of mountain bikes
for cycling activities, successful Active Schools Grants, increased physical education classes
for secondary-aged students, a range of physical education incursions and excursions and many
opportunities for lunchtime games.

At the senior end of our school, it was pleasing to observe very positive Attitudes to
School survey results for Year 10 to 12 students around stimulated learning - the
perception that teachers create interest, inspiration and motivation through the learning
opportunities and activities that they provide. Our 2026 results also represent our best data
in the last four years in this area and were well above measures in all other school settings
across the state - a particular thank you to our senior school teachers for their subject
teaching expertisel

Please note that Parent-Teacher-Student conversations will be held at school on Thursday
10™ of September between 3:45pm and 6pm, and on Friday 11th of September between
9am and 1pm. Conversation bookings can be made within Compass by logging on to the parent
portal and following prompts via your child/children's photo icon to select booking times. Please
let us know at school if you have any issues accessing the booking system, and we can provide
assistance. Classes for all students will happen at school as per hormal on Thursday 10™
September, but please remember that Friday 11™ September is a pupil-free day and regular
classes will not be held. Students are not required at school on this day unless of course they
are attending conversations with their family - which I would encourage.

Our school is currently conducting the annual Parent-Caregiver-Guardian Opinion Survey
and is seeking your feedback about our school. The survey is designed to assist schools in
gaining an understanding of family perceptions of school climate, student behaviour and student
engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage and appreciate your participation. Our
school will use the survey results fo assist in identifying areas for improvement and
professional development needs in the school and to target school planning and improvement
strategies. Please check your Compass newsfeed for the survey link and PIN number required
to access the survey portal, and let me know if you are having trouble accessing the survey at
home. An important reminder - only one survey should be completed per household! The survey
will be open online from Monday 24™ of August and will conclude on Friday 18™ of September.



Our hardworking Parents and Friends group have launched their annual pie drive with
Clarke's Pies, and there will once again be a wide range of savoury and sweet pies on of fer. This
event will be a school fundraiser, with all proceeds going fowards new playground equipment. A
reminder that order forms and money must be returned to the office by Wednesday 9™ of
September, and orders will be delivered to the school on Wednesday 16™ of September.

A big thank you to Parents and Friends members who set
up and supervised our annual Father's Day stall today.
There will be lots of happy fathers, grandfathers and
special people I'm sure with the gifts that have been
purchased for Sunday. A big thanks also to Mr. Gordon
and members of the Student Senate team and VM class

who assisted in cooking the special persons bacon and
egg breakfast this morning to commemorate upcoming Father's Day.

The Spartan online uniform portal has now gone live, and it has been pleasing to see online
orders arriving at school for collection. Feel free o contact Bronya in the front office on
55607225 if you would like more information about our transition fo Spartan School uniforms
this term.

And in finishing, a reminder that our school newsletter will go from being published once a
week to once a fortnight from the beginning of Term 4. Newsletters in term four will be
published and distributed on the 9™& 234 of October, 6™ & 20™ of November and 4™ & 17 of
December - and will be available in hard copy form at our local post office on these dates.

Have a great weekend everyone!

Mr Ralph
Principal



_/" What a great night the Year 11 and 12 had atthe 2026 Formal last Friday night! ltwas an amazing night and thanks to \_
everycne who came along to this year's School Formal. K was a fantastic night of music, photes and celebrating with
friends.

Students looked amazing and it was gocd 1o see so many people Llocking there best and having fun. We even had anrivals
ina lmo and a Helden FX 1948 madel!

A big thank you to the staff, helpers and families whe made the night run smoothly. We hope everyone headed heme with
\ good memeries. - Harrison Rees
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In this edition of SchoolTV - R U OK? DAY

Understanding the growing challenges related to mental health among young
people is an important consideration. Anxiety, depression and self-harm - are all
causes for concern. Factors like academic pressure, social media, family dynamics,
and societal expectations, are contributing to these issues. It's therefore crucial for
parents and caregivers to take action early, remove the stigma around discussing
mental health, and offer accessible support to address these issues and the wellbeing
of their children.

R U CK?Day is an initiative that focuses on preventing suicide by encouraging
meaningful personal connections and helping informal support networks to help
recognise the signs of distress. We urge all families to take part, emphasising the
value of genuine human relationships and reminding everyone to ask the important
guestion, "Are you OK?"

Engaging in R U OK?Day activities goes beyond the classroom; it's a commitment to
our students' overall development. By talking openly about mental health, schools
create safe spaces where students feel understood, valued, and supported. As parents
and caregivers, you can contribute by fostering open conversations, normalising
feelings and breaking down mental health stigmas. Participating in R U OK?Day
promotes compassion and shows our dedication to the wellbeing of the entire school
community, reaffirming that together, we can truly make a difference.

Students from years P-10 will be learning about R U Ok? Day in an age appropriate
way next week,

This Special Report provides guidance on how to talk to your child about mental
health and engage in meaningful discussions. We hope you take time to reflect on
the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcocme your
feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the

school for further information or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report:

https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-r-u-ok-dayv
b |

SPECIAL REPORT

I'm here
to hear
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WELCOME TO
SPARTAN SCHOOL WORLD @ SHIPPING OPTIONS

School Delivery - Free
Weekly during school terms.

Find My Schaol i q Orders received by Tuesday
» will be despatched on
Wednesday

SPARTA

SCHOOLWORLD

Please allow 4 - 5 days for
delivery after despatch of
your order.

The Hawkesdale P-12 College
uniform range is now available

Postage to private address
$12.50 per order.

online at:
www.spartanschoolworld.com.au An order confirmation email
will be sent once your order is
Select HawkesdatlﬁePJz College from processed.

“FIND MY SCHOOL" list of schools.

Place your order. ) Contact Us:
onlineorders@spartanss.com.au

HAWKESDALE Choose weekly delivery to z
P12 COLLEGE school or home/private address. G eie

. . i 1800 815 557
Online Uniform Service
co0e0coe State School Relief Vouchers .
Orders using State School Relief Vouchers will need to
WWW.Spa rtanschoolworld_com_au be placed by phone. Please call our Customer Service

line. You will need to provide details of your required
items/sizes and have your voucher details ready.
Free Call: 1800 815 557

END OF TERM UNIFORM DELIVERY
INFORMATION

FINAL DELIVERY TO
SCHOOL FOR TERM 3

Friday 11" Sept (approx ETA)

There is no uniform delivery to school in the last week of term.

FIRST DELIVERY TO

SCHOOL FOR TERM 4
Friday 9" Oct (approx ETA)




Fri 4.
!Ithﬂrt,lﬂlz- ﬂﬂpﬁ 1027 Port Fairy Showgrounds

(excludes school halidays)
Ages 5-16
$135 per child All children born in 2021
Free 2 week trid are eligible to register

WARRKNAMBOOL THEATRE COMPANY

ORLAZDO

20" SEPTEMBER
|IGHTHOUSE THEATRE, WARRNAMBOOL
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Dear Parents and carers,

Our Parents & Friends group is excited to launch our
annual Pie drive. We have partnered with Clarke’s pies
again who offer a wide range of savoury and sweet
delights!

Get on board with this fundraiser as we continue to
fundraise for our new playground equipment.

Order forms and money must be returned to the office
by Wednesday 9" September.

Orders will be delivered to the school on Wednesday
16™ September. Please ensure you are able to collect
your order on that day or make alternative
arrangements.

Thank You,
Hawkesdale P12 College Parents & Friends

CLARKE'S PIES
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