
 
 
 
 

 

Principals Newsletter Report 

Friday 14th August 2026 

A reminder to Year 9 and 10 families Due that our annual VCE information evening will occur on 
Monday 7th August, from 6pm to 8pm in the College Library. While this evening is usually attended 
by Year 10 students and families, Year 9 students and families are also welcome and encouraged to 
attend - noting that many of our 2026 Year 9 students may choose to take part in TAFE certificate 
courses or an accelerated VCE subject as Year 10 students in 2027. 
 
This information evening will feature a brief presentation about how VCE works, study expectations, 
subject options for 2027, a subject expo with VCE teachers, supper at 7pm, and the chance to speak 
with individual teachers about the VCE subjects that they teach. We will also cover vocational options in 
VCE, including traineeships and school-based apprenticeships, studying at TAFE, how work placements 
work for VCE Vocational Major students and the subjects that form the VM curriculum. There is a lot to 
cover, and staff will be available to answer questions during the evening. This evening will begin the 
subject selection process for our 2027 VCE students, and the pathways that they will follow as senior 
students at our school. This is an essential information evening for Year 10 families to attend and is 
optional for Year 9 families with students interested in learning more about TAFE and VCE step-up 
subjects for 2027 - please contact myself or Mr Webster at school if you have any queries about this 
evening. 

Our Student Senate and student Wellbeing teams have organised a series of activities next week 
to recognise Bullying No Way week, noting that the theme of this event in 2026 is Small Acts, Big 
Impact. Activities at school will including a blue-themed casual clothes day on Monday, cup-cake 
decorating on Wednesday and a free photobooth and craft opportunities on Thursday. Casual clothes 
gold coin donations, sausage sizzle fundraising and cup-cake purchases will all be donated to the Dolly’s 
Dream organisation which works to change the bullying culture, raise mental health awareness, and 
prevent youth suicide across Australia – a great cause!    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 2027 TAFE South West enrolment portal is now open, and students in Years 9 and 10 have been 
considering VETDSS subjects on offer and sorting through the process of creating their individual USI 
prior to submitting an online course enrolment. Areas of VETDSS study on offer in 2027 include arts, 
working with babies and children, building and construction, business, vehicle mechanics, civil 
construction, community services, conservation, electrical services, agriculture, cookery and hospitality, 
hair and make up, ICT studies, plumbing and horticulture. VETDSS courses align neatly with Year 10 and 
VCE subjects, and we are fortunate that our local TAFE can provide so many vocational courses of study 
for secondary students. 

The AEU has been granted permission to hold a day of Stop Work Action on Wednesday 19th 
August, and I would anticipate disruption to our usual school operations and learning routines on this day 
if the strike goes ahead. AEU members are currently voting in an EBA ballot to approve or dismiss the 
latest conditions offer from the Victorian Government, and I note that the results of this process will 
not be known until Monday 17th August – only a few days before the planned Stop Work. A majority YES 
vote will see the cancellation of the Stop Work, while a NO vote will see the Stop Work action continue. 
I am always conscious of the juggling that families need to perform around childcare and work 
commitments and will let the community know as soon as possible on Monday of next week what the 
impacts of the action will look like at our school. Please note that written comments will once again not 
be appearing in upcoming VCE interim reports due to this ongoing industrial action. 

Our School Council has approved a partnership with Spartan School Uniforms as our new uniform 
supplier into the future. Uniform purchasing with Spartan will be via an online portal which has been 
designed for ease of ordering and with measurements for correctly sizing uniform items. We will retain 
a sizing rack of uniform samples at the College Office, and families and students will be able to try 
uniform on for correct size before placing an online order if they wish. Purchased uniform can be sent to 
the college for collection without delivery cost or can be sent to family homes for a small delivery fee, 
noting that all online orders should arrive within a week of ordering. This is a new approach to managing 
uniform at our school and is one that many local schools in our region are using. The Spartan online 
uniform portal will go live on Monday 24th August – please refer to the flyer in this newsletter with 
details about the portal web address, delivery information and contact details for the customer 
care line. Feel free to contact Bronya in the front office on 55607225 if you would like more 
information about our transition to Spartan School uniforms. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spartan Uniform on-line portal open on 24th August 2026 
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HAWKESDALE HALL-AGM 

 

The Hawkesdale Hall Social Committee AGM will be held on Wednesday 26th of 
August at 7.30pm in the Hall supper room. 

The committee caters for meetings, funerals and the P12 College dinners. 

New and old members are most welcome to attend. 

Enquiries to Cheryl -0407907272 
 



 
 



 


