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Principals Newsletter Report
Friday 14™ August 2026

A reminder to Year 9 and 10 families Due that our annual VCE information evening will occur on
Monday 7™ August, from 6pm to 8pm in the College Library. While this evening is usually attended
by Year 10 students and families, Year 9 students and families are also welcome and encouraged to
attend - noting that many of our 2026 Year 9 students may choose to take part in TAFE certificate
courses or an accelerated VCE subject as Year 10 students in 2027.

This information evening will feature a brief presentation about how VCE works, study expectations,
subject options for 2027, a subject expo with VCE teachers, supper at 7pm, and the chance to speak
with individual teachers about the VCE subjects that they teach. We will also cover vocational options in
VCE, including traineeships and school-based apprenticeships, studying at TAFE, how work placements
work for VCE Vocational Major students and the subjects that form the VM curriculum. There is a lot to
cover, and staff will be available to answer questions during the evening. This evening will begin the
subject selection process for our 2027 VCE students, and the pathways that they will follow as senior
students at our school. This is an essential information evening for Year 10 families to attend and is
optional for Year 9 families with students interested in learning more about TAFE and VCE step-up
subjects for 2027 - please contact myself or Mr Webster at school if you have any queries about this
evening.

Our Student Senate and student Wellbeing teams have organised a series of activities next week
to recognise Bullying No Way week, noting that the theme of this event in 2026 is Small Acts, Big
Impact. Activities at school will including a blue-themed casual clothes day on Monday, cup-cake
decorating on Wednesday and a free photobooth and craft opportunities on Thursday. Casual clothes
gold coin donations, sausage sizzle fundraising and cup-cake purchases will all be donated to the Dolly's
Dream organisation which works to change the bullying culture, raise mental health awareness, and
prevent youth suicide across Australia - a great causel
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Whe: Students & Staff
What: Wear Blue

When: Monday 17th August
Cost: Gold coin donation

BBG lunch: $3.00 per sousogo

Small Acts Big Impact



The 2027 TAFE South West enrolment portal is now open, and students in Years 9 and 10 have been
considering VETDSS subjects on offer and sorting through the process of creating their individual UST
prior to submitting an online course enrolment. Areas of VETDSS study on offer in 2027 include arts,
working with babies and children, building and construction, business, vehicle mechanics, civil
construction, community services, conservation, electrical services, agriculture, cookery and hospitality,
hair and make up, ICT studies, plumbing and horticulture. VETDSS courses align neatly with Year 10 and
VCE subjects, and we are fortunate that our local TAFE can provide so many vocational courses of study
for secondary students.

The AEU has been granted permission to hold a day of Stop Work Action on Wednesday 19™
August, and I would anticipate disruption to our usual school operations and learning routines on this day
if the strike goes ahead. AEU members are currently voting in an EBA ballot to approve or dismiss the
latest conditions offer from the Victorian Government, and I note that the results of this process will
not be known until Monday 17th August - only a few days before the planned Stop Work. A majority YES
vote will see the cancellation of the Stop Work, while a NO vote will see the Stop Work action continue.
I am always conscious of the juggling that families need to perform around childcare and work
commitments and will let the community know as soon as possible on Monday of next week what the
impacts of the action will look like at our school. Please note that written comments will once again not
be appearing in upcoming VCE interim reports due fo this ongoing industrial action.

Our School Council has approved a partnership with Spartan School Uniforms as our new uniform
supplier into the future. Uniform purchasing with Spartan will be via an online portal which has been
designed for ease of ordering and with measurements for correctly sizing uniform items. We will retain
a sizing rack of uniform samples at the College Office, and families and students will be able to try
uniform on for correct size before placing an online order if they wish. Purchased uniform can be sent to
the college for collection without delivery cost or can be sent to family homes for a small delivery fee,
noting that all online orders should arrive within a week of ordering. This is a new approach fo managing
uniform at our school and is one that many local schools in our region are using. The Spartan online
uniform portal will go live on Monday 24™ August - please refer to the flyer in this newsletter with
details about the portal web address, delivery information and contact details for the customer
care line. Feel free to contact Bronya in the front office on 55607225 if you would like more
information about our transition o Spartan School uniforms.

Have a great weekend everyone!

Mr Ralph
Principal



Spartan Uniform on-line portal open on 24" August 2026
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OVER THE LAST TWO WEEKS STUDENTS
HAVE USED ROLLING, CUTTING AND SHAPING
TECHNIQUES TO MAKE A VARIETY OF PEOPLE AND 0BJECTS
OUT OF COLOURED MODELLING CLAY.



Student Senate & The Wellbeing Team present:

SULLYING NO© WAY
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Who: Students & Staff

What: Wear Blue “Delly gs

When: Monday 17th August heam
Cost: Gold coin donation All proceedes go to

Dolly’s Dream
https://dollysdream.org.au/

BBQ lunch: $3.00 per sausage

SPEAK, even if your voice shakes I , ‘l‘ ' ' . I, ‘

Small Acts Big Impact




Student Senate & The Wellbeing Team present:

SULLYING NO© WAY
WIEIEY
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Who: Students & Staff

What: Cup Cake Decorating “Delly (’s
When: Wednesday 19th August heam
At break 1 All proceedes go to

Dolly’s Dream

COSt: $ 2.00 https://dollysdream.org.au/

All items kindly donated by the
Hawkesdale CWA

Small Acts Big Impact




E Student Senate & The Wellbeing Team present:
SULLYING NO WAY
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Who: All students welcome

What: Photo booth & Craft ?%
A

When: Thursday 20th August,
Break1& 2
Cost: Free

Come and EFI'."I'IEI some time with the l.il.lcllbeing team in the Libra ry-
Bullying is everyone’s respansibility,

Small Acts Big Impact




Animal Farm Excursion

It was a very early start for students this
Thursday as we caught the first train to
Melbourne to enjoy a trip to see ‘Animal
Farm' at the Arts Centre.

Performed by Bloomshed, the play extended
Orwell's classic text of power and
manipulation with a second act exploring a
senate inquiry into dodgy deals agreed to by
Napoleon. With a contemporary Australian
twist, plenty of movement and outrageous
physical comedy, it was a highly engaging
performance. Students enjoyed a Q8A with
the performers after the show too.

With a quick trip to the museum, a live
theatre experience and a delicious |talian
dinner in the heart of the theatre district,
it was a long but very rewarding day for
alll A big thank you to Felicity for organising
a donation which covered the cost of dinner.
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This lan the farm you thaught you knew

Fairfax Studio






















&

TV
A SPECIAL REPORT: Do It For Dolly Day

Bullying can have a profound and lasting impact on a young person's
wellbeing, sense of belonging and confidence. It is not always visible and
can include social exclusion, verbal abuse and online harassment, often
occurring repeatedly over time. Research shows that bullying can
Increase the risk of anxiety, low self-esteem, social withdrawal and
difficulties with learning and peer relationships.

For parents and carers, it can be difficult to know how best to respond.
However, recognising the signs, listening without judgement and
maintaining open communication can make a significant difference.

Do It For Dolly Day is a national reminder that kindness matters and that
everyone has a role to play in creating safe and inclusive communities.
This Special Report provides practical guidance to help families
understand bullying, support their child and promote empathy, respect
and positive relationships, ensuring no child feels alone.

We hope you take time to reflect on the infoermation offered in this
Special Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please
contact the school for further information or seek medical or
professional help.

Here is the link to your special report:
https://hawkesdalecolvic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-do-

it-dolly-day
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Do It For Dolly Day

SchoolTV

DO |JT FOR

270 Speak, even if your voice shakes




S J F P HON 3 "’JF | h ." ”t 22-28 August 2026

! LY
2k o

STORIFS  TReier

BOOR WEER

Wednesday 26 August
Students are invited to come to school dressed as one of their
favourite book characters
AND
Parents, carers, grandparents, family members and friends are
invited to visit classrooms between 10am and 10:50am, followed
by a book week parade on the tennis courts at 10:50am
AND
Visitors, students and staff are invited to a shared morning tea
in the library during Break 1(11:10-11:40am|

Students and staff are invited to bring along a packet or plate of
food to share, so we can all contribute to a community morning tea



HAWKESDALE HALL-AGM
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The Hawkesdale Hall Social Committee AGM will be held on Wednesday 26™ of
August at 7.30pm in the Hall supper room.

The committee caters for meetings, funerals and the P12 College dinners.
New and old members are most welcome to attend.

Enquiries to Cheryl -0407907272









