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This week is National Science Week, and a great opportunity to highlight the relevance and
mystery of science in our everyday lives. A big thanks to staff, student helpers and families
for making our Family Science Evening such a successful event last night. Our science
teaching team - Mr Blackburn, Mr Walker, Mr Prentice and Mrs Cameron - all worked hard to
organise this event, and I appreciated the large turnout of families and the variety of science
experiments and experiences that adults and children could take part in. I'm very proud of our
science rooms and equipment, and it was pleasing to share these facilities with families last
night.

This week has also been Bullying NO WAY Week, and a range of activities have happened
across the week to highlight the importance of everyone working fogether to make sure that
bullying is not a feature of our school or wider community. Lessons with classroom, adolescent
health and VCE VM teachers have focussed on tips, tools and strategies to best respond to
bullying, and today we will finish with a Wear A Splash of Purple Day. Bullying NO WAY Week
was organised by the wellbeing team at our school and has complemented the excellent work
that our Student Vice students have initiated in promoting anti-bullying events this year.

I am very concerned about national data around bullying, and also about the bullying
incidents that we are currently working through at our own school. I have an included an
infographic in this newsletter that summarises current Australian research facts and figures
about bullying, including online bullying, which is featured on the Bullying NO WAY website -
this makes for troubling reading. While there are many ways that schools can respond to
bullying, manage values education and foster kindness and respect of others, families and the
wider community have an important part to play as well, including having proactive discussions at
home about bullying and talking through effective responses to conflict. Working together is
the best way to manage this serious social issue, and I appreciate the discussions that families
have been having with children at the present time.

A reminder that our annual VCE Information Evening will be happening on Tuesday of next
week in the Library, from 6pm to 8pm. This evening will feature a brief presentation about
how VCE works, study expectations, subject options for 2026, a subject expo with VCE
teachers, supper at 7pm, and the chance to speak with individual teachers about the VCE
subjects that they teach. We will also cover vocational options in VCE, including traineeships
and school-based apprenticeships, studying at TAFE, how work placements work for VCE
Vocational Major students, and the subjects that form the VM curriculum. There is a lot to
cover, and staff will be very happy to answer questions during the evening. While this evening is
usually attended by Year 10 students and families, Year 9 students and families are also
welcome and encouraged to attend, recognising that many of our Year 9 students will be taking
part in TAFE certificate courses or accelerated VCE subjects in 2026. This evening will begin



the subject selection process for our 2026 VCE students, and the pathways that they will
follow as senior students at our school.

Please note also that a Book Week dress up day and Special Person celebration will be
happening at school on Wednesday 20™ August, with opportunities for primary class visits
between 9:15am and 10:30am, a Book Week Parade on the tennis court area at 10:30am, and
then a shared morning tea for students, staff and visitors in the library at recess. As always,
parents, grandparents and other special people are warmly invited to attend this event, and to
stay for a celebratory morning tea at recess. Book Week is a national celebration of literature
and reading, and every year The Children's Book Council of Australia presents the annual
Children's Book of the Year Awards during this week; it is interesting to note that in 2025 the
Book Council celebrates its 80™ anniversary of these awards.

With warmer weather and lengthening days a feature of Spring, I am thinking ahead to
the approaching bushfire season, and the annual plans and actions that need to be in place
to manage the foreseeable risks of the summer. The planned maintenance program in term
one provided a broad upgrade of the compliance of our stadium as a Shelter in Place location for
our school and local community, adding additional ember and fire protection to this building,
and I am meeting with Moyne Shire staff next month to discuss how our school facilities could
be utilised if a natural disaster was to play out in our district at some future time. Our school
was informed last week that our Bushfire At-Risk Rating is once again set at Category 3 -
which means that we will close on any day that is forecast as Catastrophic in the South
West fire district; please refer to the 'School preparations for the bushfire season’ flyer in
this newsletter for further information about our school BARR, and the implications of this
over the summer season. We also conducted a successful emergency evacuation drill this week,
rehearsing what our response would be if part of the school actually was on fire.

Finally, a general reminder to students and families about our College Mobile Phone policy.
Our policy makes it really clear that any mobile phone brought with a student to school needs to
be placed in secure storage during form assembly at the start of the day, and then collected
from storage at the end of the day. Mobile phones that make their way to school should not be
kept in bags or lockers, and should not appear at any stage of the school day. A statewide ban
on having mobile phones in classrooms and playgrounds was introduced across all Victorian
schools in 2020, and all schools are expected to enforce this ban. Evidence-based research
notes that access to mobile phones during the school day is a significant distraction and
potential cause of cyberbullying, and that the removal of these devices from classrooms leads
to an improvement in student performance. It is very important that we follow this ban at
school, and that any phones brought to school are placed in secure storage for the day.

Have a great weekend everyone,

Mr Ralph
Principal
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Year 10 Camp/Work Experience

Over the past few weeks, our Year 10 students have stepped out of the classroom and into the
real world, taking part in both school camp and work experience. These opportunities gave them
the chance to challenge themselves, discover new skills, and see life from a different
perspective. At camp, students faced physical and mental challenges, built stronger

friendships, and learned the value of teamwork. During work experience, they explored potential

career pathways, developed practical skills, and gained a glimpse into the demands and
rewards of working life. The following captures their reflections, stories, and personal highlights.
Each piece offers a unique insight into how these experiences shaped their confidence,

independence, and outlook on the future.
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Day one, 8:45 am, the
train leaves the
Warrnambool V-line
station, and I feel the
movement of the train
is different. We arrived
at Melbourne Southern
Station at 12:15 pm.
There was a delay on
the tracks, so we arrived
later than expected. We
had to rush to get to the
Village, then go to the
MCG. 2 hours into the
game, Me, Jaylah, and
Eva were screaming
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| worked at the Honey Pot Child Care Centre in Koroit. On my first day, |
was quite nervous, but that quickly went away when | started talking with
Bec, who was my supetrvisor. She first gave me a rundown of where
everything was, how they operate at Honey Pot, and what | can and can’t
do as a student educator. | mostly interacted with the children, playing
with blocks and doing arts and crafts with a small group. Before snack
time, we had Group Time. For Group Time, we used clap sticks, clapping
along to a few songs; we sang the wash hands song and passed out
snacks. Toward the end of the day, | helped Meg, an educator, supervise
outside play. With a small group of children, we played Hide and Seek and
What’s The Time, Mr. Wolf? Jaylah

or my work experience placement, | was at 2 Tarts Baking in Warrnambool. At 2 Tarts Baking, | worked as

a baker/ pastry chef, helping the workers make all sorts of desserts and treats to sell. For the first day |
rolled a batch of yo-yos as well as piping normal, gluten free and mini salted caramel yo-yos. Because |

was piping for most of the day, my hand started to hurt when | griped anything. It was boring standing in one spot
doing the same thing all day but was interesting to see what everyone else was making. On the Wednesday | got

to make some different things than the day before and | really enjoyed it. | made lamingtons which was

interesting as | had never seen or made them before. | also made jam drops . | had to weigh them to 8 grams
each and then roll them, cover them in sugar and put at small hole in it with my pinkie. After rolling them all |
filled them with jam. On the same day Mr Gordan came in to see me and took a photo of me. Overall, | really

enjoyed my work experience and wish | could do more. The 2 Tarts Baking employees were really helpful and fun

to work with. Indiana




set off to Melbourne for an Urban camp on Sunday, we were lucky enough to have one trip all the way there

without having any stops. When we first arrived at Melbourne we went to find our accommodation, walking

multiple blocks to find the Hostel we would be spending a few days at. It was a short stop as we had to quickly
get to the MCG where our class would be watching Hawthorn and Collingwood play against each other. The whole
experience was new to me because apart from watching local games, this was the first big footy game I'd ever
watched in person. Qilbi and | had said “We will go for the team that’s winning”, so we chose Collingwood, and they
won.

We were lucky enough to have the Salvation Army give us a Homeless tour. We got to learn about Brian and his
experience in being homeless, he was waiting for a home place for 10 years and hadn’t gotten excepted because
he didn’tfit in to any of the categories as he wasn’t disabled or needed somewhere, until he had to get his leg
removed all because of an untreated blister, then Brian was excepted. After a while we travelled to bounce. Qilbi
Matilda and | took group selfies in the photo booth, and | recon | nearly broke my neck trying to do a front flip. On
the main street we had the selection of a few shops to buy our dinner, Qilbi and | got matcha and sushi.

Tuesday consisted of rock climbing, going to a museum and watching a 3D movie about the lives of elephants and
theirimportance, and then finishing our day off with a bit of shopping.

On Wednesday | was pooped, my feet were sore and my whole body was aching for some rest, as it was our last
day we had lots of free time at spencers outlet to do as much shopping as our hearts desire. My highlights of camp
had to be going to the museum and dinner on the second night, overall the camp was a very good experience.

Keeley

did my work experience in Café Lava in Warrnambool. I had to catch the bus to go to Warrnambool

because my parents couldn’t drop me off; they were working. I had to get up at 6 am to get ready.

Only women can understand why I took that long to get ready. Anyway, I waited at the bus stop
around 7:20 am, and I arrived at 7:48 am in Warrnambool. I started work around 8:55am, so I needed to
find something to do before I went to my workplace. I feel a little bit uncomfortable saying this but
instead of walking around the city, I would rather hide in a public toilet. Well, it was freezing outside,
anyway, when I arrived at my workplace, I was warmly welcomed by the workers there. Honestly, [ was a
little bit nervous; I had never done something like this by myself, but I had to face reality. When I went
in, I introduced myself to the workers, and I loved the way they were friendly to me. I was struggling
because that was my new experience at the job. Yeah, I made a lot of mistakes, but I never gave up on

learning something new, I kept trying to do my best. Qilbi
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Bullying No Way Weeki

What a busy week we have had building awareness of bullying, the impact that it
can have and most importantly the actions that everyone of us can take.

Students have participated in lessons covering how to help in bullying situations
and the impact of kindness and small actions. The importance of thinking before
posting online or speaking has also been covered throughout the week.

Attached in this weeks newsletter are some resources that contain the same
messages that students have covered this week. You may find them handy to
engage in conversations at home and support your young person to respond to
bullying or other tricky situations.

For younger students:

« Not all superheroes wear capes

« Buddying not bullying

For older students:

« Mean behaviour and tricky friends - How to respond cheat sheet.

« Howto not cross the line between banter and bullying

A massive thanks to

Leanne for promoting the
week with the inclusion of

teen this week. They were
delicious and enjoyed by
many.
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not all
superheroes
wear capes!

how to be an upstander
against bullying...

Don't react or
retaliate - in some
situations, this can

make bullying
worse!

remove W Hoffer support

the person being
bullied from el

the situation hoppenin
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not nku',r
how are you

fee[mg?

ccme and
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£y tell adults you trust

Tell more than one adult and keep telling
them until the bullying stops

@ kidshelpline

anytime.anyreason.

1800 551800

kidshelpline.com.au









‘| AM AFFLICTED WITH THE POWER OF THOUGHT,
wWHICH IS A HEAVY CURSE.”

September 10 - 14
Lighthouse Theatre, Warrnambool
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GRAB YOUR PIES IN 2025
&
SUPPORT THIS GREAT FUNDRAISER.

ORDER FORMS TO BE RETURNED BY
WEDNESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER.
ADDITIONAL ORDER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE
OFFICE. PLEASE ENSURE MONEY OR CREDIT CARD
DETAILS ARE RETURNED WITH THE ORDER TO THE
OFFICE.

PIES DELIVERED FOR COLLECTION FROM 2.30PM
ON
WEDNESDAY 17TH SEPTEMEBER .

THERE WILL BE A PRIZE FOR THE JNR & SNR
STUDENT/FAMILY WHO SELL THE MOST PIES!






