Principal’s Report
Friday, 8™ August 2025

Aden in Year 9 has certainly been in the media following the parliamentary reading of his letter to
Dan Tehan MP about the effects of the drought in SW Victoria. Aden has been interviewed by
Fitzmedia and the Warrnambool Standard this week, with an article about Aden published in the
Standard under the heading of 'Agricultural crisis unfolding in real time'. Aden’s voice is being heard
locally and nationally around this significant issue, highlighting the fact that consequences of the
drought continue, despite the rainfall that has occurred over the past few weeks. I note again that is
not every day that the writing of a school student reaches local media and Parliament House - well done
Aden!

A big congratulations also to Grace in Year 9, who this week was the
recipient of a NAPLAN Certificate of Achievement for significantly improving
her reading results from Year 7 to Year 9. Grace has shown strong growth in
her reading skills over the past two years, and it is pleasing to see that this
has been recognised by the Education Department. Well done!

Even though the weather is currently wet and cold, I am thinking ahead

to the approaching bushfire season, and the annual plans and actions that

need to be in place to manage the foreseeable risks of the summer. The

planned maintenance program in ferm one provided a broad upgrade of the

compliance of our stadium as a Shelter in Place location for our school and local community, adding
additional ember and fire protection to this building, and T am meeting with Moyne Shire staff next
month to discuss how our school facilities could be utilised if a natural disaster was to play out in our
district at some future time. The rubbish heap at the southeast corner of the school property has been
pushed up ready for burning, and a managed burn will occur when the weather is right. Our school was
informed this week that our Bushfire At-Risk Rating is once again set at Category 3 - which means
that we will close on any day that is forecast as Catastrophic in the South West fire district;
please refer to the 'School preparations for the bushfire season’ flyer in this newsletter for further
information about our school BARR, and the implications of this over the summer season.

National Science Week will be celebrated across universities, schools, research institutions, libraries,
museums, and science centres in the week beginning Monday 11™ August, and as always presents a great
opportunity o highlight the relevance and mystery of science in our everyday lives. A Family Science
Evening will be held during National Science Week on Thursday 14th August and will be conducted
by secondary science teachers in Room 01, from 6:30 to 8:30pm. This event will be lots of fun, will
feature student science assistants, and will involve lots of experiments and interactive science
activities. Keep an eye out for flyers advertising our Family Science Evening in newsletter and social
media posts, and please take the opportunity to come along - this event is open to primary and secondary
students, parents, grandparents and extended family members.



Next week is also Bullying NO WAY Week, and a range of primary and
secondary activities have been organised across this week that will
highlight the importance of everyone working together to make sure
that bullying is not a feature of our school or wider community. Lessons B“I_I_'"NB
with classroom, adolescent health and VCE VM teachers will focus on

tips, tools and strategies to best respond to bullying, and the week will
finish with a Wear A Splash of Purple Day on Friday August 15. Please
remember that this will not be an out of uniform day, but rather a
day in which to add something purple to accessorise your usual
uniform and to show support for taking a stand against bullying - a purple scarf, jumper, headband
or beanie would be fine. I will be wearing purple socks on this day! Bullying NO WAY Week is being
organised by the wellbeing feam at our school and will complement the excellent work that our Student
Vice students have initiated in promoting anti-bullying events this year.

Please note also that a Book Week dress up day and Special Person celebration will be happening
at school on Wednesday 20™ August, with opportunities for primary class visits between 9:15am
and 10:30am, a Book Week Parade on the tennis court area at 10:30am, and then a shared
morning tea for students, staff and visitors in the library at recess. As always, parents,
grandparents and other special people are warmly invited o attend this event, and to stay for a
celebratory morning tea at recess. Book Week is a national celebration of literature and reading, and
every year The Children's Book Council of Australia presents the annual Children's Book of the Year
Awards during this week; it is interesting to note that in 2025 the Book Council celebrates its 80™
anniversary of these awards.

Have a great weekend everyone,

Mr Ralph
Principal















2025 Science
Night

National Science Week will be celebrated across universities, schools,
research institutions, libraries, museums and science centres in the week
beginning Monday lith August, and as always is a great opportunity to
highlight the relevance and mystery of science in our everyday lives.

Who: All are welcome! Primary & secondary students and families
When: Thursday August 14, 6.30-8.30pm
Where: Room | just past the office

What: This event will be lots of fun, will feature student science
assistants, and will involve lots of experiments and interactive science

activities.

ESDALE
i
















g Warrnambool
Theatre

Company

MY BRILLIANT CAREER :
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Read and share your impressions in-100
words or less.for your chance to-win!
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