
 
 
 

 
 

Principals Report 
Friday 31st July 2026 
 
We welcome back Mrs Gow this week as she steps into VCE Biology classes while Mr 
Blackburn is on leave. Mrs Gow is a very experienced teacher of this subject area, and it is 
great to have her working back at our school. The Year 11 Biology group is on an excursion to 
Ecolinc at Bacchus Marsh today with Mrs Gow and will be taking part in experiments using 
scientific technology that is usually only found in research laboratories – a wonderful learning 
opportunity that is linked to subject outcomes back at school. Our College 22-seater bus is out 
and about again today and will be returning to school with our biology students at around 5:30 
pm. 

Our F-2 students and teachers had a busy day on Monday, with Regional educational 
improvement leaders working with our staff to observe, provide feedback and examine 
progress data around the Phonics Plus program that occurs in the daily morning literacy 
block. I really enjoyed watching our youngest learners building their reading fluency and 
comprehension and developing literacy skills that will be vital for their future learning. A big 
thanks to our primary teachers and ES staff for their untiring work in helping our students to 
become better readers, writers, speakers, and listeners. 

For Year 10 students and their families, please note that our annual Year 10 to VCE 
Information Evening will be happening on Wednesday 19th August in the Library from 6pm 
to 8pm. This evening will feature a brief presentation about how VCE works, study 
expectations, subject options for 2027, a subject expo with VCE teachers, supper at 7pm, and 
the chance to speak with individual teachers about the VCE subjects that they teach. We will 
also cover vocational options in VCE, including traineeships and school-based apprenticeships, 
studying at TAFE, how work placements work for VCE Vocational Major students and the 
subjects that form the VM curriculum. There is a lot to cover, and staff will be available to 
answer questions during the evening. While this evening is usually attended by Year 10 students 
and families, Year 9 students and families are also welcome and encouraged to attend, 
recognising that many of our Year 9 students may choose to take part in TAFE certificate 
courses or accelerated VCE subjects in 2027. This evening will begin the subject selection 
process for our 2027 VCE students, and the pathways that they will follow as senior students 
at our school. 

 

 

 



Our Year 9 students have enjoyed their week at the 
Rubicon camp in west Gippsland, taking part in a range of 
outdoor adventures including bush walking, caving, ropes 
courses, cycling, orienteering and a chilly overnight 
camping experience in tents. There is always a high 
chance of snow in Nayook at this time of the year, and 
students have experienced heavy falls over the past few 
days. The group will be travelling home today on the 
afternoon Vline train service and will be at the 

Warrnambool Station for collection at 4:45pm. Thank you to Mrs Lee and Mr Quinlan for your 
supervision and care of our Year 9’s this week!  

Year 10 students participated in a variety of local work 
experience placements between Hamilton and Warrnambool this 
week and have been learning firsthand about diverse industries 
including construction, healthcare, vehicle mechanics, and electrical 
contracting. Work experience is always a valuable opportunity to 
explore potential future pathways and to develop confidence in 
working in different settings away from the familiarity of school. A 
big thanks to Mr Gordon for organising these placements and 
visiting students in their workplaces.  

Please note that due to current AEU industrial action written comments will once again not be 
appearing in upcoming VCE interim reports. There has also been some media reporting of 
further stop work action that a small subgroup of AEU members will undertake on Tuesday of 
next week; this unprotected action will not cause any interruption to school operations at our 
school.  

Victorian government schools were advised last week of an issue with Compass emails not 
being received by some families since the beginning of Term 3, and particularly where Outlook, 
Live and Hotmail email accounts are in use at home. If you believe you are not receiving school 
communications via Compass, please contact the school office. Compass is working to resolve the 
issue, although schools have not been told yet if a solution has been found. Thank you for your 
patience and understanding while this issue is being resolved – I will provide connectivity 
updates as more information becomes available. 

Have a great weekend everyone … 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 





 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 



 
 



 



 


