
 
 

 
 
 

 

Principal Report 

Friday 24th July 2026 

NAPLAN results were posted home to families in Years 3, 5, 7, 9, this week, with 
individual student brochures demonstrating achievement in the areas of reading, writing, 
spelling, language conventions and numeracy. While NAPLAN is an important annual 
measure of student learning achievement at a particular point in time, class and subject 
teachers regularly conduct assessments to measure learning progress across the entire 
year - please contact your level coordinators or primary class teachers if you would like to 
discuss NAPLAN results or classroom learning progress further. 

It is worth highlighting the range of strong NAPLAN results achieved by students in 
2026 at our school. The top two proficiency levels in NAPLAN results are Strong and 
Exceeding, and this year: 

- 83% of Year 5 students demonstrated strong and exceeding proficiency in reading in 
comparison to 69% of Year 5 students in similar schools 

- 100% of Year 5 students demonstrated strong and exceeding proficiency in 
numeracy in comparison to 70% of Year 5 students in similar schools 

- 61% of Year 7 students demonstrated strong and exceeding proficiency in reading in 
comparison to 54% of Year 7 students in similar schools 

- 56% of Year 7 students demonstrated strong and exceeding proficiency in writing in 
comparison to 48% of Year 7 students in similar schools 

- 60% of Year 9 students demonstrated strong and exceeding proficiency in writing in 
comparison to 55% of Year 9 students in similar schools 

There is also some very pleasing data about student learning growth across the two-
year NAPLAN cycle. 83% of our Year 5 students this year achieved high and medium 
growth in reading across the two years since their Year 3 results, in comparison to 73% of 
Year 5 students in similar schools. 74% of our Year 9 students this year achieved high and 
medium growth in writing across the two years since their Year 7 results, in comparison to 
68% of Year 9 students in similar schools. 80% of our Year 9 students this year achieved 
high and medium growth in numeracy across the two years since their Year 7 results, in 
comparison to 77% of Year 9 students in similar schools. These results represent value 
adding by teaching staff and some hard work in improving learning outcomes from 
students. Well done! 



Congratulations to Aden in Year 10, who was presented last week with a 
Lions Club of Koroit Community Service Award. This award recognised 
the ongoing efforts of Aden in fundraising for farmers affected by drought 
and bushfire, and in particular the Koroit Cares and Need for Feed events. 
Very pleasing to see one of our students so engaged with his local 
community and in support of others in need.  

Well done to Tiori in Year 9, who is now in her second week at the Don 
Valley campus of the School for Student Leadership, where she is 
taking part in a range of leadership, outdoor education, personal development and 
adventure activities during this residential eight-week program. 

It is hard to believe that the 100 days of schooling 
for our youngest students has finally rolled around, 
with the Prep-One class celebrating this milestone by 
dressing up as elderly people and decorating 
cupcakes. There were plenty of walking sticks, grey 
wigs, a wheeled walking frame, braces holding pants 
up, assorted woollen cardigans and even a glimpse at 
what the future may hold for Mrs Davey and Mrs 

Lehmann as they approach their golden years.  

I enjoyed supervising a cooking class with our Year 8 class earlier 
in the week, and observing their skills with knives, cutting boards, 
graters, and puff pastry as they followed a recipe to create sausage 
rolls. Food Studies is always a great subject to build organisational, 
measuring, life skills literacy and problem-solving abilities - and the 
finished products were delicious. Well done Year 8’s and Liana! 

Our Hands on Learning students have been 
busy creating furniture again, building a substantial picnic table 
for the grassed space between the pizza oven and the Hands on 
Learning shed. There are some impressive cutting measuring and 
joining skills on display in this hefty piece of seating, which will be 
well-used at break times once warmer weather starts to appear.  

A number of families have experienced difficulty in receiving 
emails generated by Compass over the last few weeks, and I note that Microsoft and 
Compass are working together to solve a connectivity issue with some Outlook, Live and 
Hotmail email accounts. I will update families about a resolution to this issue when it 
becomes known to me. 



 

Please note that a rehearsal test of AusAlert will happen across Australia on Monday 
27th July at 2 pm. AusAlert is a new, national emergency warning system that sends 
warning messages to compatible mobile devices during emergencies to keep people 
informed so they can act quickly. The Australian Government plans to officially launch 
AusAlert in October of 2026, with several rehearsal tests beforehand to sort out any 
issues that may arise.  

It is worth noting that on Monday 27th July, all compatible mobile 
devices will receive a Critical Alert at 2pm; devices will include 
phones, tablets, smart watches, safety watches and some vehicle 
devices. These will vibrate and make a loud, siren-like warning 
sound for about 10 seconds once the test is initiated, and this will 
happen even if devices are in silent mode. A test message will 
clearly state that it is a rehearsal, and no action is required from 
the test. While student phones will of course be locked away in 
secure storage at this time of the afternoon, the noise from staff 
and school-based devices has the potential to create some anxiety for students; we will 
manage this carefully as we do whenever there is an emergency drill at our school. 
Families can learn more at AusAlert: children and teens. 

Our Year 10 and 11 students return from busy and successful Melbourne camps this 
week, while our Year 9 students are preparing to head to the Rubicon outdoor 
education camp next week. Year 10 students will also be involved in local work 
experience placements in the coming week. It certainly has been a busy start to Term 3! 

Have a great weekend everyone … 

Regards, 

 

John Ralph 
Principal 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 



 



 



 





 



 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 
https://stateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au/form/gfk-consent-form 
 
Now open for Year 4 students. 
 

 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au%2Fform%2Fgfk-consent-form&data=05%7C02%7Chawkesdale.p12%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0e68193e0714053a16a08dec6ab89db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639166637713076233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LetsSTLUsa6mx0VPcbWEVF7Rm%2B%2BurAgZnTuN3trtDuY%3D&reserved=0


 


