Principal’s Report
Friday 25" July 2025

It has been a busy week of camps this week, with the Year 9’s taking part in outdoor
education activities at the Rubicon Outdoor School in Gippsland, the Year 10’s navigating
their way around public transport while on the Melbourne Metro Camp, and our Year 11’s
spending the week in work placements while on the Melbourne work experience camp.
We are fortunate to have an active and engaging camps program at our school, and staff
who are willing to attend overnight camps to provide care and supervision for our students
— a big thanks to staff who have been involved in camps this week. Camps are an
important life experience for our students, building confidence, independence and
resilience in a setting that is very different to their usual home and school lives.

Federal parliament resumed this month, and Dan Tehan MP featured a letter written
by Aden in Year 9 as part of his first speech to the House of Representatives as
Shadow Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction. Aden wrote to Dan to express his
concerns about the effects of the drought on SW Victorian farmers and communities, and
his letter was read out to parliamentarians from across the country this week — a
significant achievement for Aden, and one which illustrates that the consequences of the
drought continue, despite the rainfall that has occurred over the past few

weeks. It is not every day that the writing of a school student reaches Parliament

House - well done Aden!

NAPLAN

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
Literacy and Numeracy NAPLAN results were released to Victorian schools last week,

and there were some pleasing individual literacy and numeracy results for our students
across Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. These results provide valuable data for future learning
improvement, and teaching and classroom support staff will be examining these results
in coming weeks to inform their planning and support for individual students and year
levels. NAPLAN results for individual students should be arriving in family mailboxes
this week via Australia Post — please let the Office know you have not received your
results by early next week. | would encourage parents to have a chat with students
about the proficiency levels that they displayed during the March testing window. Student
results are reflected in terms of being Exceeding, Strong, Developing or Needing
Additional Support against the areas of reading, writing, spelling, grammar, and nhumeracy.
As always, primary teaching and secondary Coordination staff are happy to have a chat
with families about 2025 results; please contact staff via the school if you would like to
discuss NAPLAN results further.
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MNational Science Week will be celebrated across universities,
schools, research institutions, libraries, museums, and science centres in the week
beginning Monday August 11, and as always is a great opportunity to highlight the
relevance and mystery of science in our everyday lives. A Family Science Evening will be
held during National Science Week on Thursday August 14 and will be conducted by
secondary science teachers in Room 01, from 6:30 to 8:30pm. This event will be lots of
fun, will feature student science assistants, and will involve lots of experiments and
interactive science activities. Keep an eye out for flyers advertising our Family Science
Evening in future newsletter and social media posts, and please take the opportunity to
come along - this event is open to primary and secondary students, parents,
grandparents, and extended family members.
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Children’s Book Week 300K AN \!é

o 16-23 August 2025
e Please note also that a Book Week dress

up day and Special Person celebration will be happening at school on Wednesday
August 20, and that more details about this event will be advertised shortly. As
always, parents, grandparents and other special people are warmly invited to attend this
event. Book Week is a national celebration of literature and reading, and every year The
Children’s Book Council of Australia presents the annual Children’s Book of the Year
Awards during this week; it is interesting to note that in 2025 the Book Council celebrates
its 80" anniversary of these awards.

Being ready to learn is an important theme running across Prep to Year 12 classes in
this semester, and to assist with this we are asking that students line up quietly outside
each of their classrooms prior to a lesson starting, and wait for their
teacher to invite them inside once everyone is settled and has all of their
required learning materials with them. This is a simple strategy, but one that

will assist students enormously to be ready to learn when they enter their
classrooms.

Have a great weekend everyone,

Mr Ralph
Principal



2025 Science
Night

National Science Week will be celebrated across universities, schools,
research institutions, libraries, museums and science centres in the week
beginning Monday lith August, and as always is a great opportunity to
highlight the relevance and mystery of science in our everyday lives.

Who: All are welcome! Primary & secondary students and families
When: Thursday August 14, 6.30-8.30pm
Where: Room | just past the office

What: This event will be lots of fun, will feature student science
assistants, and will involve lots of experiments and interactive science

activities.




Thank you!!

Friday | August was Principal's Appreciation Day - a chance to say thank
you to Mr Ralph and Mr Webster for all of their hard work and
dedication to our school. We want to say thank you for their work keeping
our school running smoothly, for their teaching (in and out of the
classroom), for the late nights at school council and other school events, the
early mornings, for their leadership, guidance and support to all our
students and staff. We are very lucky to have such a dedicated principal
team!
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Students in Grades Prep,
1 and 2 used their ‘
modelling and fine motor |
skills to create objects
out of air dry clay.






Library News

Big thanks to Mrs Lee for
gifting us these fun toys for
the library. P-2 students had
lots of fun playing in their
library period!

With Book Week coming up soon there is
a new display in the library foyer with the
CBCA shortlisted titles. We have started
reading some of these in primary library
classes and will continue until Book Week
which is Aug 16-23,
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| SchoolTV

IN THIS ADDITION: soclAL MEDIA & DIGITAL REPUTATION

Social media has become such an integral part of a teenager’s life. However, many
miss out on some critical social skills with most communicating whilst looking at a
screen instead of another person! Statistics show that 60 per cent of 10-11 year
olds are using at least one social media site, with the majority using age-
restricted platforms. What kids do, post and say online is permanent and most
are not mature enough to manage their own digital footprint. Friendships, rela-
tionships and even future job prospects are all put at risk.

Parents need to be aware of what picture their children are painting of themselves
online. Unfortunately, many parents do not see the dangers inherent of these sites,
as they form opinions based on their own experience. But predators are usually not
interested in grooming adults. Over the years there has been a dramatic increase
in the number of primary schoolers owning mobile phones, highlighting the im-
portance to teach kids about the dangers of social media and the implications it
can have.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will learn how to talk to their children about the
inherent dangers of social media and how to educate their kids to be responsible
users in the online world we live in.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of
SchoolTV and we always welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about
your child, please contact the school Wellbeing Team for further information or
seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the Social Media & Digital Reputation edition of SchoolTV

https//hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-

reputation
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How to Teach Your
Child About

consent



















Sheepvention Rural Expo 2025

Since 1979 Sheepvention Rural Expo, has been a highlight of Australia’s agricultural calendar.
Returning to the Hamilton Showgrounds on Sunday 3 and Monday 4 August 2025, this year’s event

promises two days packed with innovation, networking, and celebration for farmers across the
country.

AGL Presents: Shannon Noll Live at Sheepvention . . .

A major highlight this year is the Sheepvention After Dark — Drought Relief
Concert, headlined by Aussie icon Shannon Noll. Sponsored by AGL, the
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concert will be held on Sunday night and aims to raise awareness for mental
health and suicide prevention in rural communities.

AGL is giving away free concert tickets to local farmers. To claim yours, simply call Belinda Young

on 0429 597 535. It’s a great chance to enjoy a night of music and mateship while supporting a vital
cause.

Proceeds from the concert will go toward Mental Health First Aid Training and Community Mental
Health Education, helping rural Australians access the support they need.

C. & L. BLAKE EXCAVATIONS AND CIVIL

EXPERT EARTHMOVING & EQUIPMENT HIRE - SOUTHWEST VICTORIA

Need reliable earthmoving services with top-quality machinery and

skilled operators? We've got the gear and the know-how to get the job
done right.

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

* 4-Ton Excavator » Gravel & material cartage

* 30-Ton Excavator » Dam sinking

* Grader ,, * Re-sheeting & formation of

* Roller i | Vi driveways and farm track 7
o Skid Steer M g >4

* Loader ' -

All operated by

experienced, qualified professionals.
SERVICING SOUTWIST VICTORIA

CALL CRAIG ON 0417 312 253 FOR BOKINGS AND QUOTES!









