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Upoming Events 
Sunday 19th July to 22nd 2026 Year 10 Melbourne Camp 

Sunday 19th July to 22nd 2026 Year 11 Work Experience  

Friday 24th July 2026 Melbourne University Yr 12 Biology 

Monday 27th July 2026 Rubicon Camp 

Friday 31st July 2026 Ecolionc Biology Excrusion 

Friday 7th August 2026 Yr 3/4 Hooptime 

Monday 10th August Glasses for Kids Visit 

Thursday 13th August 2026 Animal Farm Theatre Excursion-Melbourne 

Sunday 16th to Friday 21st August 2026 Bogong Alpine Winter School 

Friday 28th August 2026 Yr. 11 & 12 Fomal - 6.30pm to 8.30pm 
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Principal’s Report 
Friday  17th July 2026 
 
Welcome back to term three everyone!  

It is important to note that a statewide Stop Work Action 
for government schools across Victoria has been 
confirmed for next week - on Thursday 23rd July - by the 
Australian Education Union and the Department of 
Education. This action will involve government school 
principals, teachers and education support staff who are 
members of the AEU. Ongoing negotiations around 
employment conditions for DE staff and a fairer funding 
model for government school students have not arrived at a resolution that is satisfactory for all parties 
involved, and as a result Stop Work Action has once again been declared as a component of the AEU 
industrial campaign. 

While our school will be open on Thursday 23rd July, all usual timetabled classes will be cancelled 
for the day due to the number of teaching and ES staff who will be on strike. I know that many 
families will be juggling work commitments and childcare options on this day, and I am letting our school 
community know as early as I can about the impact that the stop work will have on usual school 
operations. Please read the dot points below for details about the plan for our school on Thursday 23rd 
July : 

- The school bus network will be running on all routes to and from school as per usual 
- All Year F to 12 classes have been cancelled for the day. Students in these year levels can attend 

school if they need to and will be supervised by staff remaining at school - but timetabled 
subjects will not be happening 

- VCE students are very welcome to attend school to take part in private study session in usual Year 
11 and 12 Form/Common rooms, but can also remain at home to study as required 

- Vocational training and work placements should proceed as normal for RIST and VCE VM 
students, although it would be useful for students to check that this is the case 

- Thursday afternoon classes at South West TAFE should also continue on as expected, as will the 
bus transport that supports these classes; students who attend TAFE on Thursday afternoons 
should come to school on their usual bus in the morning so that they can attend VETDSS classes 

- Year 11 Work Experience and Year 10 camps to Melbourne next week will continue on as planned, 
and will not be affected by the Stop Work Action 

- The school canteen will not be operating on this day for Breakfast Club and food service, and any 
students attending school will need to bring their own snacks, food and drinks with them for the 
day    

- The Library and Stadium will be closed on this day and play during Break 1 and Break 2 will be 
restricted to specific parts of the playground. 

Please note that I will once again be taking part in the Stop Work Action in Melbourne, and have received 
approval from the Regional Director to do so; Mr. Webster will be the Acting Principal on Thursday 23th 
March, and will make sure that students who are at school are safely supervised and occupied. 



 
I recognise that this will be another day of disruption and potential inconvenience for families, but would 
pass on my appreciation for your understanding and patience in advance as this day of industrial action 
plays out. Feel free to contact me at school if you would like to discuss Stop Work arrangements at our 
school on Thursday, July 23. 

I will also let families know immediately if the day of Stop Work Action is cancelled; school will 
continue as normal if this is the case.   

The school holidays presented a timely opportunity to complete some maintenance work while 
there were very few people on our school site. I was really happy to note that the corridor ceiling next 
to the canteen has been re-plastered and re-painted following recent water damage, and to observe the 
new lino installed in the canteen and also in the library staff and visitor toilets. The automatic doors 
leading into the canteen have finally reached their mechanical use-by date, and a replacement set of 
automatic doors will be in place next week. 

Our Year 9 students completed a series of online aptitude assessments earlier this year, which 
were followed up this week by several days of Morrisby careers profiling discussions with career 
consultants. The annual Morrisby process allows students to consider their personal strengths, their 
preferred ways of learning, career suggestions based on their skills and interests and possible potential 
pathways for future study and employment. I would encourage families to talk about the interview 
process with students this week, and to read back together through the individual results booklets they 
were sent home last term. A big thanks to Mr Gordon for his organisation of this process. 

We welcomed Anthea and Chon from Green Print Projects 
to our school this week who worked with a range of primary 
and secondary students around workshopping design ideas 
for adding landscaping around our multi-purpose walking, 
running and cycling track. This project has been funded by 
GPG Naturgy Group and the Moyne Shire Council and seeks to 
support student wellbeing and voice as well as to create a 
thriving habitat for local wildlife while enhancing the 
indigenous plantings of our school. Students will also be 
involved in writing and presenting media content and sharing the progress of the project with the wider 
community. This is a really interesting and hands-on project for students to be involved in, and a big 
thanks to Mr Gordon once again for getting this going. 

All government schools were this week advised that a rehearsal 
test of AusAlert will happen across Australia on Monday July 27 at 
2 pm, and have been encouraged to share this information with 
school communities. AusAlert is a new, national emergency warning 
system that sends warning messages to compatible mobile devices 
during emergencies to keep people informed so they can act quickly. 
The Australian Government plans to officially launch AusAlert in 
October of 2026, with several rehearsal tests beforehand to sort out 
any issues that may arise.  

It is worth noting that on Monday  27th July  all compatible mobile 
devices will receive a Critical Alert at 2pm; devices will include 



phones, tablets, smart watches, safety watches and some vehicle devices. These will vibrate 
and make a loud, siren-like warning sound for about 10 seconds once the test is initiated, and this will 
happen even if devices are in silent mode. A test message will clearly state that it is a rehearsal, and no 
action is required from the test. While student phones will of course be locked away in secure storage at 
this time of the afternoon, the noise from staff and school-based devices has the potential to create 
some anxiety for students; we will manage this carefully as we do whenever there is an emergency drill at 
our school. Families can learn more at AusAlert: children and teens. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ausalert.gov.au/community-resources/children-teens
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https://stateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au/form/gfk-consent-form 
 
Now open for Year 4 students. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au%2Fform%2Fgfk-consent-form&data=05%7C02%7Chawkesdale.p12%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0e68193e0714053a16a08dec6ab89db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639166637713076233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LetsSTLUsa6mx0VPcbWEVF7Rm%2B%2BurAgZnTuN3trtDuY%3D&reserved=0


 



 


