
 
 

 
 

 

Principal Newsletter article 
Friday 26th June 2026 
 
We have celebrated the last day of school for Term 2 with a whole school 
pyjama day, and it has been very entertaining to observe students turning up to 
school in their pyjamas and other assorted items of comfortable bedtime attire. A big 
thanks to our Student Senate team for organising this end of term activity. 

We wish Mr Webb all the best as he embarks upon leave for the rest of 2026 and 
look forward to seeing him back at school in 2027; Mr Webb finished his last 
Auskick session this week, and I know that many students and families are grateful for 
his afternoon football coaching efforts. Mr Webb has worked very hard as our Midwest 
Complex interschool sports coordinator this year and I really appreciate his dedication 
in gaining Sporting Schools funding to expose our students to a wide range of sporting 
activities over the last term. Thank you! 

Congratulations to Mr Walker, Hartley, Blake and Tess for braving the chilly waters of the Hawkesdale 
Pool last Sunday at the annual Big Freeze event. It was great to see lots of visitors to our township on the 
weekend, and to know that this event was raising thousands of valuable dollars towards Motor Neurone Disease 
research. A big thanks to the Hawkesdale Pool Committee for their efforts in organising and running this event. 

Destinee has been hard at work finishing painting the weather poles in 
the indigenous garden, and they look spectacular. I enjoyed chatting with 
Destinee earlier in the week about the meaning behind each of the six poles, 
and she explained to me that they “represent the six indigenous seasons of 
the year: the Big Dry, which is basically summer and then the Early Wet, 
when the weather transitions from summer to winter with rain. Then comes 
the Big Wet, when it's very rainy, which is followed by the Fattening-Up 
season, when food starts to flower and sprout. Then comes the Flowering-Out 
season, which is when the food in spring starts to grow, and finally there's the 
Drying-Out, when it starts to transition into summer again.” Each of the poles 
tells a story about Country and culture, from campfires to viewing stars in the 
night sky - please take the time to look closely at these poles if you happen to 
be walking down to the F-1 Building. 

Several staff are on leave in the coming semester, and there has been 
some juggling of subjects and teaching allotments to ensure the 
smooth running of classes and curriculum. Please note the following changes for Semester 2: 

- Mr Webster will be teaching Unit 4 Business Management, while Mrs Mirtschin will make a return to school as 
the teacher of Unit 2 Business Management 

- Ms Vaughan will be teaching Year 7 and 8 Chinese language classes 
- Mr Kingston will be teaching Units 2 and 4 Outdoor Education as well as Year 7 PE, Year 7/8 Sport and the Year 

9/10 Sport elective 
- Mr. Fleming will be teaching 9A English, Year 8 Humanities, Year 10 Humanities, Year 8 Commerce and the Year 

9 Agriculture elective 

I am still recruiting for a teacher to fill a range of primary and secondary PE subjects not listed above and am 
hoping to conclude this process over the upcoming school holidays.  



Last week a large group of Year 7 to 10 students attended the Midwest 
Complex Football and Netball Carnival held in Mortlake. Our teams were very 
competitive on the day and achieved some excellent results, with Cooper Sharrock 
being named the most valuable player in the football competition and Addisyn 
Habel earning the most valuable player in the netball competition. Well done 
everyone! 

Our Year 9 students were involved in a Careers Explorer Day on Wednesday 
of this week, visiting South West TAFE campuses at Sherwood Park and Timor 
Street in Warrnambool. Students took part in hands-on building and construction, 
electrotechnology and horticulture activities and learned about pathways into hair 
and beauty, plumbing, hospitality, early childhood teaching and nursing. The day 
finished with an afternoon visit to South West Health Care, 
where students learned about the hundreds of occupations 
available in the health industry and took a tour of hospital 
facilities. This was a big day of pathways learning and 
experiences for our Year 9 group! 

A reminder that families are very welcome to attend our 
end of term assembly this afternoon in the Stadium 
between 1:20pm and 1:40pm where we will be celebrating 
student achievements and the end of a busy and productive 
term. School will finish at 2:30pm today, with buses departing 
on their usual runs at this time.  

Families may have noted media articles over the past week 
outlining changes to the way in which technology will be used in Victorian Government schools. From 
2027 onwards secondary school students will be required to have planned device-free learning time daily, while 
primary students will be restricted to a 90-minute daily cap for technology use in Years 3-6 and minimal use of 
technology for Year F-2 students. These changes aim to better balance the way in which students learn in 
Victorian schools and recognise that technology is just one of the many ways that students can engage with 
learning and express their knowledge. I will provide more information to our school community about this 
reform when more detail becomes available. 

Finally, I note that the In-principle Award agreement between the Australian Education Union and the 
Victorian Government has stalled, and that a new agreement is being renegotiated. The Department of 
Education released details today about what the resumption of industrial action measures would look like in 
government schools from the beginning of Term 3. Written comments in student reports are once again banned, 
and there is the possibility that whole day and rolling half-day stop-work actions will occur once again. It is still 
very early in the renegotiation campaign, and I will let the school community know of any upcoming stop work 
action as soon as that information becomes known to me. 

I would wish everyone a happy and safe school holidays, and look forward to seeing everyone back at school on 
Monday July 13. 

Regards, 

Mr. Ralph 
Principal 
 

 



 



 



 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 

 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
https://stateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au/form/gfk-consent-form 
Now open for Year 4 students. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au%2Fform%2Fgfk-consent-form&data=05%7C02%7Chawkesdale.p12%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0e68193e0714053a16a08dec6ab89db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639166637713076233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LetsSTLUsa6mx0VPcbWEVF7Rm%2B%2BurAgZnTuN3trtDuY%3D&reserved=0


 



 


