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The end of term two is – incredibly – only a week away. As we start thinking towards next week, please note that 
buses will be departing from school at 2:30pm on Friday 4th of July, with a whole-school assembly happening prior 
to this at 2:00pm in the Stadium. As always, families are very welcome to attend our end of term assembly, and to 
take students home at the conclusion – but please let Office staff know if students are going home with families, 
rather than on the usual bus network. 

Keep in mind also that Semester One written reports will be made available to families online via Compass on 
the last day of this term. Teachers have been busy writing and proofreading reports over the past few weeks and 
have put a lot of effort into describing the learning, personal effort and class behaviour that students have 
displayed across the last two terms. Written reports are an important summation of learning achievement and 
improvement, and I would encourage families to read through these carefully, to discuss these with students, and 
to provide praise and/or prompting as required. 

One of the things that I have enjoyed observing this week is the progress 
that our Year 8’s are making with their wooden stool designs; some 
excellent joinery has been on display thanks to our domino jointing machine, 
and students are currently cutting legs to length and planning their seat 
designs. This project has a great recycling story attached to it: the timber 
being used was repurposed by Mr Hoeksema from the hardwood timber 
window frames that were replaced and destined for rubbish removal in term 
one. After much planning and cleaning some beautiful timber has emerged, 
which has been transformed into precisely made pieces of furniture. Students 
are really proud of their developing woodworking skills – well done Years 8’s, 
and Mr Hoeksema! 

 

A big thanks to the many staff, students and families who supported the Hawkesdale Big Freeze event on 
Sunday June 22. This was a great day for our township, with lots of visitors, great food and fun. A particular thanks 
to Ms Roney, Mr Gordon, Mr Walker for dressing up and navigating the bumpy slide before landing in the freezing 
water of the pool; this was a most entertaining spectacle, and the end result of many coins and notes being 
dropped into the glass collection jars at the Office. I enjoyed the car show along Dawson Street and was 
impressed with the presentation of student vehicles – well done Shane, Zac and Bailey. Shane was particularly 
keen to let his customised car horn rip throughout the afternoon, which made me smile whenever I heard it. Travis 
also produced a detailed news report about the day for FitzMedia, which was shared across over one thousand 
social media feeds. The event raised well over the target amount of $10,000 for MND research, which is an 
outstanding result.  

The first day of School Strategic Review happened on Wednesday of this week, with several local Principals, 
our Senior Education Improvement Leader, a DET Reviewer, school leadership staff and Elise Dell as our School 
Council President working together to discuss the work, achievements and challenges of our school over the past 
five years, and to make observations visits to classes from Prep to Year 12 during the course of the day. This was an 
interesting and insightful day and will contribute to developing a school improvement plan for the next five years. 

 

 



The second day of the School Strategic review will happen on Thursday 3rd of July – the last Thursday of this 
term. This is a fieldwork day, in which visiting panel members will gather feedback from students, staff and 
families about their perceptions and experiences of our school. There will be an opportunity for members of our 
parent community to take part in a fieldwork workshop in the Library from 10-10:50am on this day, and I 
would encourage parents to come along and contribute your thoughts and opinions about our school. Tea, 
coffee and morning tea will be available, and this will be a great chance to add parent and guardian voices to 
planning for the future direction of our school. 

Alternatively, our Reviewer – Dr Jane Kovacs – is very happy for parents and guardians to make contact via 
email to share perceptions about our school; Jane can be contacted at Jane.Kovacs@education.vic.gov.au 

There are a number of staffing changes happening at school at the beginning of term three. We will be farewelling 
Mr Kingston at the end of this term, and I wish Joe all the best as he takes leave for 12 months to explore life 
goals and experiences in the much warmer climate of Queensland. I have really valued working with Mr Kingston 
over the past three and a half years and recognise the important contribution that he has made to our school 
during this time.  

I’m very happy to welcome Mrs De Visscher back to our school next term following a period of maternity leave, 
and note that she will be teaching Adolescent Health and Year 7 PE for the rest of the year. Ms Regan will also be 
returning to her usual Vis Com and Art classes in term three, and Mr Walker will continue teaching 
secondary maths and science classes for the rest of 2025. Mr Jarrad will be taking long service leave for all 
of term three, and Ms Cummings will be teaching his English and ADVANCE classes for this period of time.  

Mrs Dart will be the Year 8 Coordinator for the remainder of 2025, and I know that she will bring a lot of 
experience and care to this important role. Ms Cakebread is excited to be teaching VCE Outdoor Education for 
semester two and is planning some challenging outdoor camping experiences for this group. Mr Webster will 
also begin his teaching load next term, teaching Unit 2 Business Management as well as teaching the Year 9-
10 Agriculture elective. 

I would like to particularly thank Mrs Gow for her great Art and Vis Com teaching while Ms Regan has been on 
leave; secondary students have created some amazing printmaking and sculptural work over the past term  – 
thank you. 

Finally, and in response to 2024 data around student perceptions of involvement in physical activity, I note that all 
Year 9 and 10 students will be taking part in three periods of PE per week in the coming semester. This class 
will be team-taught by Mr Webb and Ms Cummings, allowing opportunities for whole-class and split-class PE 
activities.  

All of our primary students will take part in a bus safety session on Wednesday of the coming week, which 
will be conducted by trainers from the Bus Association of Victoria. I note that the Minjah bus has had a significant 
vehicle upgrade during the last week, and that students on this run are now travelling in great style and comfort! 
This upgrade means that all buses on our network now have seat belts – and internal cameras. We all need to keep 
working together to ensure that students are wearing their seatbelts correctly on buses, so that everyone is safe as 
they make their way to and from school every day. 

Our Student Voice Team has been busily organising another fabulous end of term activity for all students – a 
Be Yourself Day on Friday 4th of July, on which students can dress up in a way that represents who they are, 
and what matters to them. Recognising diversity and inclusion in schools is a fundamental underpinning of DET 
values and policy, and our school is always seeking ways in which to bring this to life in all that we say and do. I am 
looking forward to our Be Yourself Day, and to finishing this busy term in a positive and inclusive manner. 

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Mr Ralph 

mailto:Jane.Kovacs@education.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 



 







 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


