
 
 

 
 
 
 

Principals Report 
Friday 19th June 2026 
 
There is some excellent woodwork on display in our college foyer 
once again. Our Hands on Learning students have been creating 
analogue clocks using finally sanded recycled timber and integrated 
electronics; I know that these will be valued items when they make their 
way home. Our Year 8 students have been applying their timber joining 
and finishing skills to create a range of games and activities. The level of 
craftsmanship in these projects is high - well done Shannon, Mark, and 
Jarad! 

There have been a lot of visitors to our Year F-1 and Year 2-4 classes 
this week, with visiting Regional staff observing Phonics Plus lessons 
and providing training to extend the great literacy teaching that is 
happening in these year levels. Mrs Davey has been busily ordering extra 
resources to complement the teaching and learning that occurs during 
the daily two-hour literacy block, and it has been great to see new 
televisions and collections of mini whiteboards making their way into our 
primary classrooms. 

It has certainly been a very busy week of exams 
and assessment at our school. Congratulations 
to our Year 11 and 12 students who completed 
GAT and rehearsal English exams at the Lutheran 
Hall during the week and to our Year 9 and 10 
students who completed English and 
mathematics exams at the Memorial Hall. This is 
excellent practice for end of year written VCE 
exams into the future and I have been impressed 
with the conscientious way that our students 

have gone about sitting exams this week.  

Families may have noted media releases earlier this week from the Department of Education 
outlining changes to the way in which technology will be used in schools. From 2027 onwards 
secondary school students will be required to have planned device-free learning time daily, while 
primary students will be restricted to a 90-minute daily cap for technology use in Years 3-6 and minimal 
use of technology for Year F-2 students. These changes aim to better balance the way in which students 
learn in Victorian schools and recognise that technology is just one of the many ways that students can 
engage with learning and express their knowledge. I will provide more information to our school 
community about this reform when more detail becomes available. 



With the final week of Term 2 rapidly approaching I would warmly welcome families to attend our 
end of term assembly on Friday, 26th June. Our afternoon assembly will take place in the stadium 
between 1:20pm and 1:40pm and will be followed by break two, with school finishing on this day at 
2:30 pm and buses departing at this time. Our college canteen will be open on this day, although the 
range of food available during break two will be limited and the canteen will close at 2 pm. Students who 
wish to purchase lunch are encouraged to place a lunch order for the final day of this term.  

 

 

Our Parents and Friends team are currently running a 
Pearsons Nursery Plant Drive fundraiser, with all monies 
raised contributing towards the purchase of new 
playground equipment. Please note that the last day to 
return order forms is Thursday 25th June, and that spare forms 
are available through the front office of our school. Plant 
deliveries will occur after the upcoming school holidays.  

Semester one reports will be added to student Compass 
dashboards on Monday of next week and can be accessed 
under the Reports tab. Reports will look a little different 
this semester and will not feature full descriptive comments 
as a result of the timing of term two stop work bans. Families 
have the opportunity to contact staff at school via a phone 
call or a Compass email to discuss student learning 
outcomes and work habits noted in these reports. 

 

A reminder that the Hawkesdale Big Freeze event 
will once again be held at the Hawkesdale Pool on 
Sunday 21st June, raising money for ongoing MD 
research. This is always a great day out, and I would 
encourage our school community to get involved and 
support this entertaining event. Please refer to the 
Hawkesdale Pool facebook page for further details … 

It is important to keep reminding families and 
students that it is a legal requirement to wear seat 
belts on a bus when they are fitted, no matter how 
old you are. While I will remind students about this 
expectation as I move around the school in the coming 
weeks, it would be very useful if parents and guardians 
could also remind students about expectations around 
sensible bus behaviour and the wearing of seat belts.   

Have a great weekend, everyone! 

Mr. Ralph 
Principal 



 
 



 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



https://stateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au/form/gfk-consent-form 
Now open for Year 4 students. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au%2Fform%2Fgfk-consent-form&data=05%7C02%7Chawkesdale.p12%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0e68193e0714053a16a08dec6ab89db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639166637713076233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LetsSTLUsa6mx0VPcbWEVF7Rm%2B%2BurAgZnTuN3trtDuY%3D&reserved=0


 



 


