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Excitement is certainly building as we get ever-closer to the Hawkesdale Big Freeze event on 
Sunday June 22. The large glass donation jars at the front office have generated lots of discussion and 
laughter amongst students and staff, and a final tally will have happened at recess this morning to sort 
out which three teachers will slide into the freezing waters of the Hawkesdale Pool. While I was an 
early contender for a Sunday swim, Mr Walker, Mr Gordon, Ms Roney and Mr Webster have all 
outstripped me over the past few days, and it looks like I will be able to safely watch proceedings 
poolside rather than from in the water! This event supports the work of FightMND in looking after 
Australians living with motor neurone disease and funding research to drive progress towards a cure for 
this disease. The inaugural Big Freeze at the Hawkesdale Swimming Pool is being held in the memory of 
Graham 'Tiny' Densley, a local identity and past bus driver for our school, and who passed away in early 
2023 from MND. 

There will be a lot happening in our township on Sunday 22nd June, between midday and 3pm. The 
Hawkesdale Big Freeze will start at the pool at midday, while a car display involving several car clubs will 
be happening in Dawson Street; there will be face painting and donuts, music with Mr M Adventures, a 
BBQ at the Memorial Hall and much more - Hawkesdale will be the place to be on Sunday! 

Our Year 9-10 ADVANCE students have enjoyed three days of campfires and camping 
in the Lake Monibeong area this week, along the coastal Great South West Walk between 
Nelson and Cape Bridgewater. This a beautiful and windswept part of our coastline, and 

students have experienced sunshine, rain showers, freezing mornings and clear starry nights. Outdoor 
education provides great life learning opportunities for our students, and I appreciate the efforts of Mr 
Jarrad, Mr Prentice and Ms Whitehead in looking after the safety and learning of our students while 
away.   

Our School Strategic Review will get underway once again on Wednesday 25th June, with several 
local Principals, our Senior Education Improvement Leader, a DET Reviewer, school leadership staff and 
Elise Dell as our School Council President working together to develop a school improvement plan for the 
next five years. Classroom observations will be a theme on next Wednesday, and classes from F to Year 
12 will have visitors making walkthroughs to observe and provide feedback about teaching and learning at 
our school. There will be an opportunity for members of our parent community to take part in fieldwork 
workshops at school on Thursday July 03; these workshops will be led by our visiting Principals and 
Reviewers, and will be a chance to provide feedback about you value about our school, and how you would 
like to see our school develop and improve into the future. I’m organising the fieldwork schedule at the 
moment and will communicate times early next week.   

 

 



Our Student Voice Team has been busily organising another fabulous 
end of term activity for all students – a Be Yourself Day, on which students can dress up in a way 
that represents who they are, and what matters to them. Recognising diversity and inclusion in 
schools is a fundamental underpinning of DET values and policy, and our school is always seeking ways in 
which to bring this to life in all that we say and do. I am looking forward to our Be Yourself Day, and to 
finishing this most hectic of terms in a positive and inclusive manner. 

 

The Hawkesdale Family Services Centre pie drive is in its last week, and I would encourage school 
families to get involved in this fundraising activity and to support our excellent local early 
childhood centre. An order form is attached to this newsletter, and orders and money can be returned 
to the mail box in the reception area at the Centre by 26th June.  Orders will be available for collection 
from the Hawkesdale Family Services Centre on 2nd July. The pies, sausage rolls and slice on offer are 
always delicious – please support this fundraiser! 

Please note that upcoming written student reports will feature a change to the 
way in which mathematics is reported. Maths and numeracy teachers at our 
school are using the revised Victorian Mathematics curriculum 2.0 this year, 

and there will be a slight change to student reporting in this subject area as a result. On previous 
student reports teachers noted maths learning progress against three separate strands: Number and 
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and Probability. Under the revised curriculum 2.0, 
maths and numeracy teachers will report against the achievement standard as a whole, providing a single 
overall result for maths learning. As the achievement standards reported on have changed, the first 
student report under the revised Mathematics 2.0 curriculum in this semester will only show 
achievement - and not progress. For all reports after this however, progress will be shown against the 
single achievement standard.  

With reporting in mind, please remember that a pupil free day for the purpose of report writing has 
been approved by School Council for Monday, 23rd June. Students will not be required at school for 
classes on this day. Staff have started to write student reports this week, and final reports for this 
semester will be released to Compass after Wednesday July 02.  

Finally, I would note that a number of students have been bringing blankets to school over the 
past week to keep warm while in classes, and that these items are becoming a distraction to 
learning and attentiveness. Every classroom in our school is heated and welcoming, and there is 
absolutely no need for blankets to be brought to school; teaching staff will be reinforcing this 
expectation, and it would be great if families could help with this expectation as well. 

Have a great weekend everyone – no doubt I will see lots of families at the Hawkesdale Big Freeze event 
on Sunday! 

 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 





 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


