Principal Newsletter Report
Friday 12™ June 2026

Congratulations to the many students who represented our school all
over the district this week: to Grace and Addisyn for being part of
the combined GWR netball squad in Ballarat, and to our keen secondary
badminton players in Ballarat also. Rydah, Xavier, Phoenix and Hunter
took part in the primary Koorie Leadership Day at Deakin University
and came back with some spectacular First Nations t-shirts!

A reminder to Unit 3 traditional VCE and vocational VM students

that the GAT written exams will be happening at the Lutheran Hall

under full exam conditions next week on Tuesday 16th June, with

practice English exams to follow on Thursday 18™ June for our Year 11 and Year 12 traditional
VCE students. VCE students who attend TAFE classes on the day of the practice English exam
will be able to sit their exams on Friday 19™ June, also under full exam conditions. The General
Achievement Test (GAT) is a pen-and-paper test of general knowledge and skills faken by
students as a routine part of completing their senior secondary studies, and plays an important
role in the quality assurance of VCE assessments as well as providing students with an
opportunity to demonstrate that they meet the Victorian Literacy and Numeracy Standards
expected at a senior secondary level. Year 9 and 10 English exams will also be held in the week

of the GAT exam. WHO WILL TAKE i .

A reminder that the Hawkesdale Big Freeze event S THE PLUNGE,
will once again be held at the Hawkesdale Pool on g ooy :
Sunday 21st June, raising money for ongoing MD
research. This is always a great day out, and I
would encourage our school community to get
involved and support this entertaining event. Please
refer to the Hawkesdale Pool Facebook page for
further details ... o n

ENTRY $5
It is important to keep reminding families and = B 5251 sioinG
students that it is a legal requirement to wear - .
seat belts on a bus when they are fitted, no
matter how old you are. While I will remind
students about this expectation as I move around the school in the coming weeks, it would be
very useful if parents and guardians could also remind students about expectations around
sensible bus behaviour and the wearing of seat belts.




A reminder again to families that public transport in Victoria is half price for everyone,
every day, from June 1572026 until January 152027. Half price fares will automatically
apply to all public tfransport services statewide, including trains, trams and buses. It is also
worth noting that trials of contactless payment options will resume on selected train lines from
June 1st. Reduced public transport costs have certainly helped families and students manage
the cost camps and excursions to Melbourne over the past year, and I'm very pleased to note
that this support will continue for the remainder of this school year. Feel free to visit the
Transport Victoria website for further information.

Have a great weekend everyone,

Mr Ralph
Principal
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Pearson’'s Nursery
Plant Drive Fundraiser

Pearson’s are running a school plant.
drive where 20% of all purchases will be
cdlonated back Lo the school,
Order forms will be sent home with
students. Spare forms available irom
Lthe oflice.

Please return order forms before
Thursday z5" June. Delivery date Lo be
conlirmed bul it will nol. bein the
SChool holidan.

LIl money raised will go Losvards purchasing
PR PRALOrOUNK equipment,
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= PROUDLY REPRESENTING — =
- M I D w E ST E R N : Congratulations to Addisyin and Grace on
: their fantastic achievement representing
[ake Botac * Dervinallum * Mortlake * tawkesdale = the Mid Western team at the Greater

Western Regional Intermediate Girls
Netball Championships in Ballarat today.

The Mid Western team brought together
talented players from Lake Bolac,
Derrinallum, Mortlake and Hawkesdale,
showcasing the strength of netball
across our local communities. Competing
against some of the best intermediate
girls' teams from across the region, the
girls demonstrated outstanding teamwork,
determination and sportsmanship
throughout the day.
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Addisyin and Grace were proud
representatives of our area, giving their
all on the court and contributing to a
strong team performance. The experience
provided a wonderful opportunity to
develop their skills, build new friendships
and compete at a high level of netball.

The day was filled with exciting matches,
team spirit and plenty of memorable
moments. The commitment shown by all
players, coaches and supporters was

a credit to the Mid Western region.

Addisyn and Grace proudly
representing the Mid Western team

at the Greater Western Regional : ] :
Intermediate Girls Netball a day of regional netball. championships.

The Mid Western team gathers Players warm up on court ahead
before competition, ready for of their matches at the

Championships in Ballarat.
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Map 21. Mt Cole Area

Overnight Hike
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https://stateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au/form/gfk-consent-form
Now open for Year 4 students.



https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstateschoolsrelief.snapforms.com.au%2Fform%2Fgfk-consent-form&data=05%7C02%7Chawkesdale.p12%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb0e68193e0714053a16a08dec6ab89db%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639166637713076233%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LetsSTLUsa6mx0VPcbWEVF7Rm%2B%2BurAgZnTuN3trtDuY%3D&reserved=0







