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A big thank you to our Hands on Learning 
students for installing repurposed timber 
outdoor seating along our multi-purpose 
walking and cycling track this week. 
Despite the wild, windy, and wet conditions 
out students dug foundations and levelled 
the seat into position, with Reuben showing 
great skills on the end of a shovel. I'm 
looking forward to using this seat once we 
can make our way across the oval again 
after the recent (and welcome) rainfall of this week!  

Several weeks ago we conducted a successful emergency management drill at school, rehearsing our 
procedures if an unauthorised individual was to enter school grounds in order to cause conflict. 
Lockdown drills are a regular annual feature of our emergency training calendar, and it is important 
that staff and students know how to respond to the cues that manage this sort of emergency response, 
and the speedy communication to Victoria Police and other emergency services that this type of drill 
triggers. A lockdown drill always involves students sheltering in their classrooms or other learning spaces 
in a way that they cannot be seen by anyone who may be on site at school without permission; staff are 
always aware of students who present with anxiety or past trauma, and of the supports that are required 
to help students feel comfortable and safe during a drill of this nature.  

It is important to keep reminding families and students that it is a legal requirement to wear seat 
belts on a bus when they are fitted, no matter how old you are. While I will remind students about this 
expectation as I move around the school in the coming weeks, it would be very useful if parents and 
guardians could also remind students about expectations around sensible bus behaviour and the 
wearing of seat belts.   

Our school has been involved in an Alignment Review this week, which will provide feedback about 
how well we are tracking towards meeting the goals of our 2026 Annual Implementation Plan. I have 
already received positive feedback about the friendly and engaging nature of our students, the quality of 
instructional practice observed in different parts of our school, and about the calm and settled nature of 
our classrooms and playgrounds. The alignment review will conclude next week and will finish with 
recommendations for areas of future improvement as we move from 2026 into next year. Three visiting 
reviewers from the Department of Education have been observing classes and meeting with staff and 
students during the past week and have been very complimentary about our students and their 
willingness to provide their thoughts about our school. 

 



A range of activities are scheduled for next week, with Grace and Addisyn representing our school in 
the Greater Western Region Football-Netball Carnival in Ballarat, and Ryder, Xavier, Phoenix, and Hunter 
taking part in a Koori Leadership Day in Warrnambool. Eight students from years 9 to 12 will be taking 
part in a badminton carnival in Ballarat, and our year 9 and 10 ADVANCE group will be heading out to the 
Mount Cole State Forest near Ararat for a multi-night winter camping and hiking experience. I’m sure 
that nobody will forget this, but please note that Monday, 8th June is the King's Birthday public 
holiday, and the school will not be operating on this day. 

A reminder to families that public transport in Victoria is half price for everyone, every day, from 
Monday, 1st June 2026 until Friday, 1st January 2027. Half price fares will automatically apply to all 
public transport services statewide, including trains, trams and buses. It is also  worth noting that trials 
of contactless payment options will resume on selected train lines from Monday June 1st. Reduced 
public transport costs have certainly helped families and students 
manage the cost camps and excursions to Melbourne over the past 
year, and I'm very pleased to note that this support will continue for the 
remainder of this school year. Feel free to visit the Transport Victoria 
website for further information.  

Have a great long weekend everyone. 

John Ralph,  

Principal, 

 Hawkesdale P12 College 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 


