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This week is National Reconciliation Week — an opportunity for everyone to think about our shared
histories and cultures, and to explore how each of us can contribute to
achieving reconciliation in Australia. The theme of this week was Bridging
Now to Next, and a reminder for all Australians to step forward together, to
look ahead and to continue to work towards reconciliation as past lessons
guide us. We have commemorated this week with Library book displays, a
primary colouring competition, and the ongoing construction of our
fantastic indigenous garden. Our school was recently successfulin
gaining a grant from Wannon Water (thank you Shannon!) to create six
totem poles that recognise the six distinct seasons of the Eastern Maar
landscape — a big thanks also to Nifty’s Rural Fencing for the installation of
the posts. Our Hands On Learning students are continuing to link areas of
the garden with timber and bluestone walkways, and a recent load of
mulch is helping to retain moisture and keep weeds at bay. The
transformation of this part of our school grounds is very special indeed.

Our Year 7’s returned to school this week after spending Monday to

Wednesday at the Roses Gap Camp in the Gariwerd National Park; this was the first of our year level
camps for the year. Students absolutely enjoyed their time in the northern Grampians, tackling canoeing,
abseiling, the heights of crate stacking, some long hikes and ever-challenging ropes courses. | suspect
that staff and students involved will have slept well after returning!

Our Year 7 and 8 students have been enjoying AFL Nines during PE lessons,
with a smaller field and team sizes allowing for lots of skill development and
physical movement. Well done to Mr Webb for organising this experience, and for
gaining the Sporting Schools funding to allow this to happen.

Students in Years 4-VCE will be involved in the 2025 Attitudes to School survey
during the next fortnight. This annual survey is a strong source of data about
student perceptions of their learning and connection to each other and is an important starting point for
school improvement planning for 2026. Surveys are conducted online, and the privacy of each student is
protected through the use of unique student logins, and the deidentification of student personal details.
Please note that this survey is voluntary, and that families do have the option to request that their child or

children do not take part in the survey — please refer to the Information and Consent Letter attached to
our newsletter for more information about how to make this request to our school.



A large group of staff took part in a day of bike education last week, conducted by trainers from
Road Safety Victoria. The aim of the day was to broaden staff knowledge around
teaching bike education at our school, and to ensure that our school cycling
resources are well used over time. Students are currently taking part in on-road
cycling training at lunchtimes, in preparation for secondary cycling camps that will
happen later in the year. It’s great to see staff and students out and about on bikes,

being physically active and making the most of our excellent school cycling resources.

A reminder to families and students that it is a legal requirement to wear seat
belts on a bus when they are fitted, no matter how old you are. Bus Captains are
assisting me to monitor this requirement on buses, and our drivers are reporting that
students are now belting themselves in with greater enthusiasm. | will continue to

visit each bus on a regular basis to remind students of this requirement, and

students who are reluctant to follow this requirement could lose the privilege of bus travel for a period of
time. | am currently arranging a bus safety session for students delivered by Bus Association Victoria
before the end of term which will further reinforce the importance and responsibility of safe bus travel
behaviour.

It's pleasing to note that a community event is happening at the Hawkesdale Memorial Hall on the 10™ of
June; the Rain Check - A Night For The Blokes is designed to provide support, wellbeing information
and camaraderie for district farmers at a time when ongoing drought is creating hardship and
uncertainty. We recognise that the drought is having a multitude of effects on families and the wider
community at this time, and it’s great to see a local initiative providing support to those most affected.
Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for further details about this event, and phone your RSVP
through by June 8.

The 2024 Annual General Report is now available for viewing on our College website, and | would
encourage parents to read through this report as a reflection on school achievement and areas for
improvement noted from last year.

Please remember that two pupil free days have been approved by School Council in June - a staff
professional development day on Tuesday June 10, and a report writing day on Monday, June 23.
Students will not be required at school for classes on either of these days. We are always conscious that
pupil free days require plenty of advance planning and notice for families, so please note June 10 and
June 23 as pupil free days on your calendars or online organisers.

Have a great weekend everyone!

Mr Ralph
Principal
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Wellbeing Space

Want to contact Wellbeing?

You can now easily email Carlee Dart, our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader,
via Compass.

Carlee is now recorded as a teacher for all of our students, under the subject
Mental Health Wellbeing (MHW). We hope this makes it easier and more
convenient to reach out to the wellbeing team.

In this edition of the newsletter, please find a whole school wellbeing team
overview and flowchart that will assist you in making contact with the school.

You will also find an invitation to a webinar by SchoolTV on Digital
Media Literacy and safety. This will be presented by Dr Michael
Carr-Gregg and Susan McLean. This webinar is part two of a series
although please do not let this discourage you from attending. Even
better, you can attend from the comfort of your own home. Please
see flyer for more information and register via this link or
alternatively via QR code on flyer.

https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/webinar/east-coast-digital-

media-literacy-safety-part-2

A parenting resource
supporting student mental

health and wellbeing

é TV is like wellbeing on-demand!

https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/




9]  SchoolTV

In this edition of SchoolTV - HAPPINESS & GRATITUDE

Happiness is a term that captures a huge variety of positive emotions such as
humour, serenity, optimism, joy, pride, inspiration, love and hope. Happiness
means different things, to different people and is essential to your understanding
of emoticnal literacy. Throughout history, philosophers, religious writers and poets
have pondered on the meaning of happiness and how it might be achieved. In the
last few decades, scientists and psychologists have researched this further by
studying a field of science called positive psychology.

The result of this research suggests there is a strong correlation between gratitude
and greater happiness. Practising gratitude helps you shift your focus to positive
memories or experiences, noticing the good in your life. Over time, this will re-wire
your brain to create new neural pathways, increase your state of happiness and
overall wellbeing.

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents and care-givers will learn how to achieve happi-
ness and the benefits of practising gratitude.

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this editiocn of
SchoolTV and we always welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about
your child, please contact the school counsellor for further information or seek
medical or professional help.

Here is the link to the Happiness & Gratitude edition of SchoolTV

https://hawkesdalecol.vic.schooltv.me/newsletter/happiness-gratitude
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“Happiness is not the result of

b / : ) What are

ouncing from one joy to the next;

achieving happiness typically involves the long-term
times of considerable discomfort. benefits of

It's more than simply a positive mood, happiness?

it's a state of wellbeing that Happiness

encompasses living a good life.” SR %

DR MICHAEL CARR-GREGG
€.
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P-6 Open Night

Thank you to all the current and prospective

P-6 families for joining us at our P-6 Open
Night last week! A big well done to Destinee
and Saith for their leadership as Junior School
Captains and to Mrs Davey and the P-6
staff for sharing all the great programs on
offer at our school &

School Leaders
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Try a Career Day

Last Friday, the Year 9s spent the morning at
South West TAFE Sherwood Park campus,
learning about the different study opportunities

on offer. They got to learn about and try three
dif ferent course options with fantastic hands on
practical activities for courses like carpentry,
agriculture, hair and beauty, community services,
art, plumbing, hospitality and more. A big thanks
to Mr Gordon for organising!






In the Library

; 27 May - 3 June is National
ADAM GOODES - ELLIE LAING & Reconciliation Week. We have a new
display of books in the library and in our
library classes the P-5 students enjoyed
reading. ‘Walk with Us'

We are running a colouring in competition
open to primaries and secondaries. There
will be a Ist and 2nd prize for each

o (3
inlistrated by :

DAVID HARDY: category. Copies of the colouring are

available in the library for anyone who
would like to participate! Entries close

CO'OU"ing in Friday 6 June.

Competition

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2025

O

A

RECONCILIATION

#NRW2025
RECONCILIATIONORGAU " Xisieaus










fresh HAWKESDALE P12 COLLEGE @ .
TASTES
heatthy feed at sched

Canteen Menu — 2025 term 2
Recess and Lunch

Mini Chicken Wrap - $2.20
Chicken Mini Muffin Pizza $1.80
$1.80
$3.00
$1.00
$1.80
nastie $3.00
Party Pies / Sausage Rolls $1.80
Homemade Slices / Muffins / Banana Bread $1.80
Homemade Biscuits $1.20
Truffles $0.60
Banana bread - (gluten free) must be pre-ordered $1.80
Lunch Only
Angel Bay Light Beef Burgers with Salad $6.00
85gm Canteen Approved Chicken Burger with $6.00
Salad '
Salad Roll or Sandwich with or without Meat $6.00
Salad Tubs with or without Meat $6.00
Sandwiches - selected fillings eg: egg & lettuce / $3.00
ham & pickles (must be pre ordered) '
Vegie Burger with lettuce, tomato, beetroot, $6.00

cheese, mayo on a wholemeal roll

%\ n Wrap - with lettuce, tomato, $6.00
| Wed $4.00
$4.50

Pastie slarb - muSt be pre-dfdéred
Meat Pie






