
 
 

Principals Report 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

 

Some farewells and welcomes this week at our school. We wish Ms Cakebread all the best 
as she begins her maternity leave next week; always keen to take on outdoor education 
adventures, Ms Cakebread will taking on the adventure of parenthood in the second half of the 
year! We welcome Mr Fleming who will be teaching in primary and secondary classes at our 
school for the rest of the year, and welcome back Mrs Mirtschin as teaches the VCE Unit 1-2 
Business Management class. We also welcome two student teachers who are completing a 
professional placement at our school over the next few weeks – Miss Welsh working with Mrs Quinlan in the Year 5-
6 classroom, and Miss Cook working with Ms Roney and Mrs Butters in secondary English classes. Our school 
regularly hosts student teachers, and it’s a great opportunity to build the experiences and skills of the next 
generation of teachers. 

I am pleased to announce that our new school Vision and Values statement has been finished and presented 
to School Council and represents how we want our school to be. The intent of these words below was developed 
following the 2025 School Strategic Review and was co-authored across semester two of last year with input from 
students, ES staff, school councillors, parents, teaching staff and the Review panel - hopefully everyone involved 
will be able to see their contribution to the collective statements below. Establishing a new school vision is central 
to our School Strategic Plan over the next five years, and to promoting what our school stands for in the wider 
community. We all need to work hard to ensure that these statements are reflected in the daily life of our school; 
we all have a shared responsibility to model and promote the vision and values that define how we want to be as a 
school. 

VISION: 

At Hawkesdale P12 college we set high expectations and provide real opportunities to learn in a safe, supportive 
and enjoyable learning environment. We encourage kindness, curiosity and confidence as important personal 
qualities. We want our school to be a place where there is a strong sense of calmness, belonging and fairness, and 
a place where students are preparing for a successful life beyond the school gate. 

VALUES: 

At Hawkesdale P12 we show respect by using positive language when talking with others, through active listening 
and participation, and by being kind to everyone around us 

At Hawkesdale P12 we show responsibility by being prepared for learning and attempting all activities in a timely 
manner, taking ownership of the actions we take and their consequences, and by looking after our school 
environment 

At Hawkesdale P12 we show resilience by learning from our mistakes and having a growth mindset, by trying our 
best and getting things done even when they feel difficult, and by being adaptable to change. 

 

 



 

The Department of Education announced some changes to semester one written reports for government 
schools across Victoria at the beginning of this week, and following AEU industrial bans earlier this term. 
Schools will still be providing printed reports for semester one this year as usual, and reports at our school will be 
distributed in the last week of this term. Student reports will continue to provide important details about student 
learning attainment and progression points, but full descriptive comments will not be included as a result of the 
timing of term two stop work bans. Families are always welcome to make contact with staff at school to discuss 
student learning progress at any time, and to discuss the outcomes and learning progression noted in these 
reports. 

Students in Years 7-12 attended a presentation at the Memorial Hall on Wednesday 
afternoon conducted by GPG Hawkesdale Windfarm staff; staff and students learned 
a lot about the construction and life cycle of the windfarm towers, and I was impressed 
with the questions that students asked, ranging from the career journeys that staff took to 
arrive at working for GPG, to the purpose of the red flashing lights atop each turbine. A big 
thanks to Debra Dumesny for her continued GPG community liaison support role with our 
school, and for organising this informative presentation session. 

A reminder that the annual 2026 Attitudes to School Survey will be administered to all government school 
students in Years 4 to 12 starting this week. Please feel free to contact me at school if you would like to have a 
chat about the survey and the important role that it plays in gaining feedback from a student perspective. 

A reminder also to Unit 3 traditional VCE and vocational VM students that the GAT written exams will be 
happening at the Lutheran Hall under full exam conditions on Tuesday 16th June, with practice English exams to 
follow on Thursday 18th June for our Year 11 and Year 12 traditional VCE students. VCE students who attend TAFE 
classes on the day of the practice English exam will be able to sit their exams on Friday 19th June, also under full 
exam conditions.  The General Achievement Test (GAT) is a pen-and-paper test of general knowledge and skills 
taken by students as a routine part of completing their senior secondary studies, and plays an important role in the 
quality assurance of VCE assessments as well as providing students with an opportunity to demonstrate that they 
meet the Victorian Literacy and Numeracy Standards expected at a senior secondary level. More information 
about both days of exams will be sent home shortly. A big thanks in advance to Ms Roney for running a GAT 
preparation session for senior students from 3:30pm to 5 pm on Tuesday 26th May. 

I’m happy to note that the water and gas issues that we had across Monday and Tuesday have been repaired, 
and that our five school buses are able to arrive and depart from the bus loop as per usual. Replacement roofing 
works above the corridor adjacent to the canteen were also completed this week, and I am looking forward to not 
needing to mop up water leaks in this part of the school every time that it rains. A small area of black mould has 
also been removed; air-monitoring inside the sealed black plastic bubble will continue into next week to ensure 
that spores are not present.  

Have a great weekend after this busy week! 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 





 



 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Glasses For Kids – Year Prep to 3 - 10th August 2026 
Paper forms will be sent home with students next week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 



 


