
Are you a current family or have a child starting Foundation in 2026?

You are invited to our open night where you will meet our dedicated and experienced 

staff, see our amazing school grounds, play spaces and classrooms while 

participating in some fun learning activities throughout the school. 

Thursday 22nd May 2025@ 5:30pm 
with refreshments from 5:10pm in the P-2 building 

-
03 5560 7225 - www.hawkesdalecol.vic.edu.au A Cnr Spring & Mitchell St,

• Hawkesdale. VIC 3287

To register for our open night, please call or email our school office: hawkesdale.p12@education.vic.gov.au 



A reminder to families that we will be holding our annual Prep to Year 6 Open Night on Thursday May 22, 
starting with refreshments at 5:10pm in the P-2 Building. This is a great opportunity to visit primary classrooms, 
to learn about what is being taught in classes, and to take part in some hands-on learning activities with your 
children. These evenings are always lots of fun, and I would encourage families to be involved.  

This has been an extremely busy and successful week, with the Mid West Complex interschool athletics 
sports for secondary students at Brauerander Park on Monday, the Moyne District cross country and interschool 
soccer day for primary students on Tuesday at Southcombe Park in Port Fairy, the return of the Man Cave 
program for secondary boys on Wednesday, and the Girls on the Go program happening for secondary girls on 
the same day. Students were also able to purchase a range of items from the Parents and Friends Mother’s 
Day stall yesterday, and I know that there will be lots of happy mothers, grandmothers and significant adults 
who will receive these gifts over the weekend. A big thanks to our P&F team for putting together this annual 
event for our students – your efforts have greatly appreciated! 

A big thanks to everyone who purchased a democracy sausage at our Federal Election day bbq on 
Saturday of last weekend, or who stopped for a chat on the way in or out of the polling station. This was a 
positive fundraiser for our school, and a good chance to provide a service to our local community ; a particular 
thanks to Megan, Harrison, Charlotte, Mr Ralph (snr), Lai Fong, Carlee, Izzy, Emma, Elise, Darcy and Sophie for 
making the time to help with this activity. 

I met with the Planned Maintenance project manager and architect this morning to conduct a final 
walkaround of all the maintenance works that have happened at our school this year, and to identify any defects 
that will need sorting out before the scope of works can be signed off. The maintenance works carried out have 
addressed all of the Priority 1 issues identified in an extensive facilities audit last year, and I am pleased with the 
quality of work that various contractors have contributed to from the end of December to the last school 
holidays. 

A reminder for families of students in Year 3 to 6 that the TransformUs study will be starting at our school on 
Wednesday of next week, when Deakin University researchers supplies students with a wearable fitness tracker 
that will monitor their physical movement, sleep patterns and at-rest behaviours over the following week. The 
research study seeks to build a picture about physical fitness and wellbeing in children across SW Victoria and is 
an important source of data about changes to fitness and wellbeing over time. All Year 3 to 6 students took an 
opt-out form home with them last week and will need to return the signed and completed form back to their 
class teachers before May 14 if families wish to opt-out of the study.  

Have a great weekend everyone … 

Regards, 

Mr Ralph 
Principal 

I will be presenting the Annual General Report for 2024 prior to our School Council meeting on Thursday May 
15, starting at 4:15pm in the Library. The Annual General Report looks back at the events of 2024, and provide a 
reflection on the achievements and activities of our school across last year, as well as areas for improvement. 
Copies of the Annual General Report will be available from the front office on Monday of next week, and I would 
encourage members of our school community to attend this meeting, with questions most welcome! 

There has been surge in gastroenteritis across our school and community in the last week, with symptoms 
including fever, headache, nausea, vomiting and abdominal soreness. Even I did not escape this condition and 
am only just returning to school today – hence this shorter than usual Principal’s Report. A reminder to families 
that gastro can be very infectious, and that the Victorian Dept of Health recommends that any staff or students 
with gastro symptoms should not attend school until at least 48 hours after symptoms have stopped. I’m hoping 
that we see less of this illness next week! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 


